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FOREWORD 


The Committee sincerely hopes this booklet will serve as a 
keepsake and remembrance of your visit to the Leasburg Centen- 
nial. The items here-in are as accurate as the records would per- 
mit. The Committee wishes to thank the various persons and or- 
gan‘zations who contributed to the compiling of this booklet. 


Leasburg Centennial Commi:tee 


1356444 


We, the Leaburg Centennial Committee wish to thank each and 


every one who made this book possible. 


Officers and Directors 


Chairman: Helen Coulzon Land Directors 
Vice-Chairman: Harold Meadows Mayor Claude Davis 


Secretary-Treasurer: Ray Ponte Mrs. Leroy Maes 


Ass‘s':ant Treasurcr: Waldo Kitchen 
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Carnival and Concessions ey Harold Meadows 
Exhibits Mrs. Ray Ponte, Mrs. Harry Flachmeier 
Food Stand Mrs. Ciarence Willis 


Hi:torical Booklet 


. Henry Remmert 
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COmpH ed: sie, cae ee eae Helen Coulson Land 
Piedéurest.arcii-ob tials auay-le Matta deussdaven tac: | Mrs. Ray Ponte 

Sales _...... Mrs. Harold Meadows, Mrs. Leroy Maes 
Souvenir Book Ads ______....-.__- seveseeeeeeeeeeeeeee ELENLry Remmert 
Historical Marker Clarence Willis, Waldo Kitchen 
Parking Ray Ponte 
Publicity Fred Stadler 


COMMITTEE— 1st Row: Mrs. Harold Meadows, Mrs. Raymond 


Ponte, Mrs. Fred Stadler. 2nd Row: Mrs. Hielen Land, Raymond 
Ponte, Waldo Kitchen, Clarence Willis. 3rd Row: Bud Remmert, 
Harold Meadows, Fred Stadler. 
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ARTICLES and AUTHORS 


Former Teachers of the Leasburg School District — 
- Sam C. Bayless, Co. Superintendant of Schools 
History of Ladies Auxliary of Amercan Legion, Post 456 — 
Mrs. P. J. Brand 


Leasburg Supper Club — Mrs. Maude Brewer 
The Leasburg School Assoc. — (Mrs. Cordell) Agnes Byrd 
Catholic Ladies Society — (Mrs. Robert) Agnes Culver 
When Father Cut The Wheat — ~Mary Frances English 
Leasburg Lookout Tower — Lee C. Fine 
Sunshine Circle Club — (Mrs. T. F.) Elsie Fitzgerald 
Leasburg Assembly of God Church — Mrs. Darrell Harmon 
Harrison Station — Kathryn Harrison 
Mount Olive Baptist Church — Waldo Kitchen 


Civil War Action at Leasburg — Gilbert Knipmeyer, Archi- 
vist, Adjutant General Office, Jefferson City, Mo. 
- Organization of Crawford County, Mo. — 
Leasburg, Missouri — 
Post Office and Postmasters — 
Rural Free Delivery — 
Leasburg Star Route — 
Schools — 
The Job High School of Leasburg — 
Doctor William Fewell Irwin — 
Other Doctors and Druggists of Leasburg — 
Hotels of Leasburg — 
History of Bank of Leasburg — 
Our Telephone — 
The Leasburg Fire Department — 
Boy Scouts — 
Girl Scouts — 
The Leasburg Garden Club — 
The Leasburg Community Club— Helen Coulson Land 
First Batist Church of Leasburg — Mrs. (Hugh) McWilliams 
Lutheran Mssion in Leasburg — Mrs. L. H. Mueller 
Harrisons Mills, Crawford Co.,Mo. — 
National Archives and Records Service 
History of Forest Hill and Vicinity — 
Early History of Leasburg Cave - Gladys Christopher Ponte 


Cross Roads Baptist Church — Mrs. Farris Sappington 
Annals and History of Sacred Heart Mission — 
The American Legion — Joseph Sovey 


The Methodist Episcopal Church, South — 

Mrs. (George) Jenny Fulton Steuber 
The Scotia Blast Furnace — Clarence Willis 
Prehistoric Man in the Leasburg Area— Ronald J. Wyatt 
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PREHISTORIC MAN IN THE LEASBURG AREA 


Throughout the long cours< of history, men have been attracted 
to the fertile soil, favorable climate, abundance of game, and the 
many streams and springs found in the Leasburg area. Therefore, 
it is not surprising that for thousands of years this was the scene 
of intense activity by several groups of Indians. 

The discovery of the charred remains of an extinct elephant- 
like animal, the mastadon, along the Bourbeuse River in the 19th 
century, provided the first clue to the antiquity of man in this 
area. The bones were found in a layer of clay some eight or nine 
feet below ground surface, along with charred wood, several pro- 
jectile points and stone axes. It is believed that the Indians found 
the creature mired in a bog, killed and roasted it on the spot. 

More recent finds of large, finely chipped projectile points, with 
longitudinal grooves or flutes, are similar to types associated with 
extinct Ice Age animals on the Great Plains. One of these flutted 
points was found in the northern part of Crawford County, not 
far from Leasburg. These projectile points were used with the 
spear thrower, a short stick with a spur or hook on one end that 
fit in the notched base of a spear; in throwing, the stick served 
as an extra arm, giving greater force to the missile. These ancient 
people were wandering hunters, following the movements of large 
game, and temporarily occupying caves and rock shelters. Small 
bands of related people probably traveled together; they may 
have been in the area as early as 10,000 years ago. Agriculiure, 
pottery, and the bow and arrow were unknown to them. Archae- 
ologists refer to their culture as ‘‘Archaic.”’ 

Although this wandering hunting tradition must have lasted 
thousands of years, the lives of these people were gradually 
changed through contact with other groups outside the area. 
Trade in raw materials such as hematite, salt, and varicties of 
flint and shell was very extensive throughout North America in 
prehistoric times. The local Indians mined hematite (red iron ore) 
in the vicinity of Meramec Springs and traded it for other ma-. 
terials they deSired. Hematite was highly valued as a coloring for 
hides and pottery, and for painting the body for ceremonial oc- 
casions. The find of a full grooved maul, (pecked, not smelted) in- 
dicates that hematite was also used for tools. 

It was through these trad: contacts that the local Indians learn- 
ed aout agriculture, the making of pottery, and probably the 
bow and arrow. The development of agriculture led to the seitle- 
ment of larger groups in semi-permanent villages, near their gar- 
den plots. This culture is known as the “Highland Aspect.” One 
of these sites, uncovered in Meramec Springs Park in 1956, fea- 
cured a large number of bell shaped pits in the soil. These were 
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used as storage places for corn and other foods, especially during 
the fall when the Indians left the village to hunt. 

The nearby Verkamp Rock Shelter has yielded qa considerable 
amount of history. The long period of occupation by local Indians 
re:ulted.in the building up of soil deposits of considerable depth 
under the shelter overhang. Fortunately, however, the 
inhabitants were poor housekeepers and made little effort to clear 
their trash from the living area. The deepest deposits, about eight 
feet below ground surface, revealed no pottery, indicating a peo- 
ple similar to the ancient wandering hunters. Above this level 
pieces of broken pottery became increasingly numerous. This 
ware was tempered with small particles of limestone; the outer 
surface was decorated with cord markings, pressed into the soft 
vessel wall before baking. Thousands of burned and broken ani- 
mal bones and mussel shells show that hunting and gathering re- 
mained important even after the introduction of agriculture. Sev- 


_ eral local sites yielded small amounts of fine shell t¢mpered, red 


painted pottery, indicating trade relations with the ‘Mississippi 
Indians” who lived in large towns in the vicinity of St. Louis; 
these latter people built a number of large earthern mounds, a 
few of which are preserved at Cahokia Mounds State Park near 
East St. Louis, Illinois. 


The coming of the white man spelled disaster for the Indians. 
Thousands of them in the large villages along the Mississippi Riv- 
er were killed by diseases such as smallpox, against which they 
had no immunity. The terrified survivors probably fled into the 
hill areas of interior Missouri, where characteristic “Mississippi” 
pottery is found at several camp sites. 


As white settlemcnis spread across the country, fragments of 
eastern tribes moved through Missouri on their way west. Shaw- 
nee and Delaware Indians had settlements along Huzzah Creek. 
Another village was located at the mouth of the Bourbeuse and 
Meramec Rivers. Some of these Indians moved across the Missis- 
sippi River in 1793 at the invitation of the Spanish, who desired 
to use them as a buffer against the Osage. Gradually they moved 
north from the vicinity of Cape Girardeau to the Crawford Coun- 
ty area. Between 1794 and 1815 they supplied St. Louis with fresh 
meat. Earlier the Osage hunted in this area. the name Huzzah 
Creek is a corrupt:on of an Osage word. 


Many of the historic Indians had been in contact with the white 
man’s culture for at least one hundred years, and had lost much 
of their distinctive way of life. They lived in log cabins, used f:re- 
arms, and metal pots. Gradually many of their crafis, customs, | 
and ceremonies were forgotten. Thus they lost the sense of unity 
necessary to preserve their way of life in the face of the more 
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aggres:ive and dynamic settlers. Between 1818 and 1829, all In- 
dian tribes were removed from the state. The colorful prehistoric 
period of Missouri had come: to a close. 


ORGANIZATION OF CRAWFORD /COUNTY, MISSOURI 

Most Missourians can tell you the story of Father Marquette’s 
and Joliet’s voyage down the Mississippi River, of La Salle’s. tak- 
ing possession of that same valley in the name of France, of the 
establishment of Ste. Genevieve, of the ceding of the Province of 
Louisiana to Spain by France, of the return of Louisiana by Spain 
to France, of the purchase of Louisiana by the United States, 
and of the admission of Missouri to the Union. For this reason we 
are skipping this phase of our history and turning to the forma- 
tion of our counties for few Missourians have any idea as to what 
our state looked like a hundred years ago, or when and how our 
counties were formed. 

On taking control of Upper Louisiana in 1804, the United States 
renamed ‘t the District of Louisiana. The five old Spanish districts 
of St. Charles, St. Louis, Ste. Genevieve, Cape Girardeau and 
New Madrid were retained as administrative divisions. In 1805, 
by Act of Congress, the District of Louisiana became the Terri.ory 
of Louisiana. It was not until 1812) that Congr<ss renamed the 
Territory of Louisiana the Territory of Missouri. It was at this 
time that the original five administrative districts were renamed 
counties. ‘ 

In 1813 two new counties were formed, Arkansas, which was 
later to become a part of the State of Arkansas and the Missouri 
county cf Washington of which w2 were ae part. Crawford 
County was formed 16 years later. 

As the population of the Territory increased, large counties 
were broken up into smaller ones so that no man would be more 
than a day’s ride from his county seat. Crawford County, the 26th 
county to ‘be organized, was organized January 23, 1829. It was 
named in honor of Hon. William H. Crawford, of Georgia, candi- 
date for President in 1824. For the first six years the county seat 
of Crawford County wa: located at the mouth of the Little Piney 
River (now in Phelps County) at the dwelling house of James 
Harrison. The present county seat, Steelville, was located in 1835 
and named for James Stee! the first store keeper there. 

All records concerning the organization of Crawford County 
by the Legislature were destroyed when the Capitol burned in 
1836. Dent County was formed out of Crawford and Shannon 
counties in 1851, and Phelps county was largely formed out of 
Crawford County territory in 1857. 

David Wolfe Eaton, in his book entitled HOW MISSOURI 
COUNTIES, TOWNS & STREAMS WERE NAMED has this to say 
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FIRST COURTHOUSE -CRAWFORD CoO.-U. S. 66 near Arling- 
ton, Missouri. 


about the selection of the present county seat in our county: Steel- 
ville, county seat of Crawford County, was located by a commis- 
sion after several other attempts had failed. By act of Jan. 23 
1829, John Stanton, of Franklin; James Dunica of Cole; and 
Hugh Barkley, of Gasconade; were made commissioners to select 
site for county seat. It appears they did not act for on Feb. 13, 
1833, the legislature authorized the county court to select a suit- 
alle place for permanent seat of justice as ‘‘near the c<nter of 
population of said county as curcumstances will permit.” On Mar- 
ch 10, 1835, another commission was appointed, Chas. Springer, 
of Washington; Wm. Spencer, Franklin and Thos Caulk, Pulaski. 
James Stecl was selected as commissioner and he resigned June 1, 
1836 and Simon Frost was appointed, and he was ordered by the 
county court to lay out ‘the town. James Steel entered 40 acres of 
land on which was the original townsite. He sold it to the Coun-y 
Court for $50.00, on December 16, 1835, and the court named the 
town in his honor. He was a bachelor and the first storekeeper in 
the town. | 


HARRISON STATION 
Early Lea:burg was steeped in Harrison lands. From 1812 to 
1867 Wm. H. Harrison Sr. and four sons owned lands in early 
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Leasburg then known as Harrison Station. It was nearby the old 
Springfield road that swarmed: with ox wagons and horse drawn 
wagons enroute to Springfield or St. Louis. 

William Sr. came with his family in 1811 from Kentucky and 
entered, the first land taken up in Crawford Co. on the Meramec 
river near the Ben Harrison farm, now owned by Oscar Kimber- 
lin and his wife Franc-s Harrison Kimberlin. The Harrisons were 
the first white settlers to come and stay and make their home 
here. 

The pioneer drive for land, more land, was strong in William. 
His father, Captain Ben Harrison of the Revolution, driven by the 
same urge for lands, walked half way across the continent and 
owned lands in five places in Va., Pa., Ky., and Mo. Those were 
days of savage Indians, mosquitoes, swamps, wild animals and 
untold miles of bristling wilderness. William was io see his sons 
follow the Gold Rush to Calif. and Land Rush to Oregon. 

Wm. Sr. and wife Ann. had nine sons and two daughters. About 
half of their children were born in Kentucky. As they grew up in 
this new land, ‘hey were ‘firsts’ in many things. Wm. Jr. had the 
first store in Harrison Station. They were Presbyterians. He 
served in the Mexican war; in 1867 as administrator for Wm. Sr.’s 
estate, he closed the books, sold the various land areas and soon 
afterwards both he and his wife died, possibly, from cholera. An- 
drew had mined gold and with his family made two trips to Cali- 
fornia before 1860. He was appointed the first Postmaster of 
Licasburg in 1860. He was also a Probate judge. John had the first 
saw mill and the first grist mill. They brought the granite buhrs 
with them from the East. Jame: was a county officer in Steel- 
ville. Wm. Sr. was co-owner with Jo Reeves of the first iron blast 
furnace at Thickety ford near the river. . 

The Wm. Sr. frame home had three rooms sealed with walnut 
and two large fireplaces. Can’t you see mother Ann and daughter 
Mary on their knees over four Dutch ovens by the fireplace fry- 
ing quail, squirrels, fish, wild turkey or making apple pies; yes, 
they made pies; yes, they hadi an orchard. Their grandmother 
made apple pics in Virginia - and great pots of hominy and boiled 
meats. From their refrigerator, spring house to you, came gallons 
and gallons of milk and but‘er. 

In a semi-circle around that fireplace were Dad and the nine 
sons. Then Ann and William, cx wagon and all, spent weekends 
in Harrison Station with the families of William Jr., Andrew, 
Alex, Batteal and daughter Mary Cavenah. Ann was on her knees 
again with her daughters-in-law baking pan cakes for grandchil- 
dren and the maple syrup she brought along and the roasting 
ears and sweet potatoes to be baked in the ashes. 
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Your reporter gives grateful thanks to Robert Burton for use 
of his abstract deed; to Charles Hrdlicka for the use of his afc- 
stract deed; he lives on Wm. Harrison Jr. farm. (22 people have 
owned it since 1852) formerly known as the Bob Burton farm; to 
John McCormick, teacher at Forest Hill for his history master- 
piece: of cld families of Forest Hill. My deep thanks to old family 
letters and wills in my possession. 


HISTORY OF FOREST HILL AND VICINITY 

Practically every legal record of Crawford County was burned 
in the Old Court House Fire. John McCormack, a student and lat- 
er a Teacher found the stories of the Community so interesting 
he spent a great deal of time gathering history from the old folks. 
I can only give you some of the names. Harrison built -he first 
mill, now known as Anthony Mill. Joe Reeves had the first blast 
furnace. Ther: were the Webbs, Wrights, William Crow. Around 
the 182/9’s came the Hartwell Parson’s. Forest Hill’s own Grand- 
pap. He built the first house in the present site of Bourbon. 

Forest Hill district was everything between Leashurg, Hinch, 
and from Nixon to beyond Bourbon. Parson’s were Methodists, 
then there were the Brown Family, the Cresswell’s and the Alli- 
sons. Around 1845 the James H. Bryson’s. Joseph Knight aroucd 


bs 


THE ABE KNIGHT, LAURA ADAMS HOME-Covered logs, 104 
years old, now the home of Bcn, Kermit, Dug, and Lucille Adams. 


1839. In 1854 the Abraham Knight’s. He built his home now 104 
years old. His daughter, Mrs. Laura Adams, lived there until her 
death two years ago. Her children still own and live in this home. 
In 1854-56 the Avcry’s, Christopher’s, Nixon’s, and Hardy’s came. 
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Solomon and Prudence Christopher settled on the now Clive 
Troutt farm. Zed and Mary Nixon on the Jim Honea farm. Lewis 
and Elizabeth Avery in Avery Hollow. Henry Hardy on the Wood- 
ruff farm. Wesley and Nancy Christopher seitled on the Ray Pon- 
te farm. Henry Holsworth settled on the part of the Kurt Koehn 
farm. The Troutts, now the Gertrude Trouit farm. 


About 1850 the most popular medicine was Dr. Sappington’s 
anti fever pills. They then bought 2c worth at a time, seemed 
Abe Knight did all the buying of pills for the neighbors. 


The Barton’s, Keatleys, Wm. Trimble, Mitchels, Gibsons, Stev- 
ens, Kings, Hamlins, Lewis. The Nixon’s, Avery’s, Knights, Chris- 
topher’s, Hardy’s, were all Christians called Campbellites. They 
tried to organize a church, but ministers were hard to get so they 
settled for a Missionary, who held church in the Wesley Christo- 
pher home; the Methodist circuit rider held church in the Hart- 
well Parson’s home. Around 1888 Cross Roads Baptist church sent 
out three colonies, Forest Hill, Mount Olive, and Bourbon. 


The first school was on the McCormack place. Abraham Knight 
and Wesley Christopher were the two principal leaders in school 
affairs, and were the first elected directors. They served for years 
and around 1866 were joined by John Irwin. Of similar thoughts, 
they served continuously until the 1880’s. Between them goes the 
honor of Forest Hill School. 

The last Forest Hill School House, and Baptist church was built 
only a few hundred feet apart, and around the same time many 
years ago the school was sold and the pupils sent to Bourbon, and 
the building torn down. Fior many of us we never pass there that 
we don’t think of the friends and fun we had walking two or 
three miles to school, and the old ball field. The games we played 
were Anty Over, Pop the Whip, and Wolf on the Ridge, and we 
often think of the old dinner pail. 

il have tried to mention people who were here 100 years or 
more, but it would take a book to mention each and every one. : 


LEASBURG, MISSOURI 


Leasburg is 80 miles southwest of St. Louis, Mo., on the main 
line of the St. Louis and San Francisco Railroad. Leasburg is ide- 
ally situated just two mils south of U. S. Highway 66, the main 
street of America. An excellent, state maintained black topped 
road links our town to this highly important artery of travel. 

The town of Leasburg nestles on a great, gently rolling mead- 
ow, approximately 1025 to 1030 feet above sea level. A high area 
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immediately north of town reaches an elevation of-1040 feet, 
while valleys to the south and east of town are less than 1020 feet 
in elevation. 

Leasburg lies in the foothills of the Ozarks near the very heart 
of the Meramec Valley region. Ours is a beautiful park-like coun- 
try known for its lovely views. Not far from our high meadow lies 
the rugged forested Ozark hills, interlaced by deep, narrow val- 
leys. 


The Ozarks is one of the most solidly forested areas east of the 
Rockies. Oak, hickory, shortleaf pine, elm, cottonwood, ash, wal- 
nut, maple and hackberry abound. The Missouri Conservation 
Commission maintains a Forestry Division for the protection of 
our timber. Due to their encouragement, the time honored custom 
of burning the woods each spring, has all but disappeared. The 
Commission maintains a fire tower at Leasburg which provides 
the visitor with a beautiful view of the surrounding couniryside. 

The ‘beauty of our landscape in spring is enhanced by the blos- 
soms of the dogwood, redbud, service berry, wild plum, the haws 
and the wild crab. The renowned Japanese cherry blossoms of 
Washington cannot compare in beauty wiih a hillside thicket of 
our wild crab apples when in full bloom. 


In autumn our woods are filled with the rich golden beauty of 
the elm, hickory, walnut and soft maple; the flame of the gums, 
oaks, sumac, Sassafras and hard maple. Once experienced, the 
glory of an Ozark Indian summer; its warm sunny days, followed 
by crisp nights, can never be forgotten. 

From early spring to late autumn, on our neighboring hillsides, 
in our valleys, along our roads, wildflowers abound, planted lav- 
ishly by God’s hand. Some years ago, the late Charles M. Rice, 
at that time the owner of Onondage Cave, established a wild 
flower and bird sanctuary there. It is hoped that our area can 
preserve its magnificent array of wild flowers for the enjoyment 
of future generations. 


An excellent State Highway takes us to the banks of a major Oz- 
ark stream, the beautiful Meramec river, only 5 miles south of 
town. The Meramec is a magnificent, spring-fed stream of steady 
flowing, clear, sparkling water. The Meramec, a series of deep 
pools, joined by areas of more shallow water, affords good :wim- 
ming for all ages. Here one can also enjoy picnicking, fishing, 
boating and float trips. The now popular float trip originated on 
the Meramec River. The waters of the stream yield bass, bluegill, 
jack salmon, carp and suckers, as well as the prized channel cat- : 
fish and his cousins, the yellow, rock, blue and shovel billed cat- 

fish. 
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We are surrounded by good hunting the year around. Deer, 
Squirrel, rabbits, dove, quail, raccoon, o’possum, skunk and fox 
are found here. Here was the old hunting ground of the Osage 
and the home of the Shawnee. 

The Missouri Conservation Commission acquired the 6200 acre 
Scotia Ranch, six miles southeast of Leasburg, from Colonel Jos- 
eph Plassmeyer of Wesphalia. The Commission has renamed the 
ranch the Huzzah Wildlife Area. It is the Conservation Commis- 
sion’s intention to leave this area in a primitive condition for the 
benefit of the sportsman who likes to rough it. Fishing and hunt- 
ing will be permitted, in seazon, free of charge. The Commission’s 
plans for the development of this area include a survey of the 
boundaries, posting of boundaries, erecting information signs, 
construction of roads to make the streams and interior areas more 
accessable and construction of parking areas and camp sites. 

Ours is an area of giant caves. Here, just five miles southeast 
of Leasburg, is found world famous Onondaga Cave and the beau- 
tiful Cathedral Cave. At this time Cathedral Cave is not open 
to the public, but Onondage Cave, the second cave in America 
to be opened to the public is still commercially operated. Onon- 
daga Cave has a year round temperature of 58 degrees. Onondaga 
Cave is famed for its underground river and multitude of un- 
believably beautiful formations. The big room of Onondaga Cave 
is the largest cave room in the Mississippi Valley. It is over 2,900 
feet in length, 110 feet from water to ceiling and 32/1 feet wide. 
The frequently photographed Lily Pad room and Submarine room 
of Onondage Cave are unique in cave formation. These rooms ad- 
mittedly feature some of the most beautiful formations — 
known. Onondaga Cave is also wnusual in that it is a growing 
cave. It is awesome to know that some of the formations there 
are believed to be 400,000,000 years old while others are being 
created by the dripping water as you watch. Under the present 
ownership the cave busine:s is expanding and it is estimated that 
90,000 persons will visit this fabulous cavern this year. 

There are minerals as well as caves in these hills of ours. A 
great d<posit of copper and iron ore has been discovered a few 
miles northeast of us. It is known that there is lead at Leasburg. 

Our climate is essentially of the continental type. Extemes of 
heat or protracted cald arc seldom experienced. Our winters are 
brisk and stimulating. Occasionally we have two or three days 
of near zero, or below zero temperature. Almost every winter has . 
considerable periods cf mild weather. Our summers are generally 
warm, but excessively warm summers are the exception. Regard- 
less of how warm the summer days are, our nights are gencrally 
cool and restful. 
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Our springs and autumns are delightful, characterized by mod- 
erate temperatures. We have an average mean temperature of 55 
degrees. The average date of our first killing frost in the fall is 
October 15, and the average date of the last killing frost in the 
spring is April 25. We have an average of 42) inches of rainfall a 
year. 60% of which occurs during the crop growing season. 


Farm property here is available at reasonable cost and taxes in 
this county are low. According to the report of the State Tax 
Commission, our county has a lower tax rate than other Mis:ouri 
counties of equal size and population. 


Many of our farms are no longer farmed. They are week-end 
homes for the city-dweller, many of whom are looking forward to 
the day when they can settle here permanently. Most of our 
farms are on good, all weather roads, with daily mail, phones, 
REA lines and school bus transportation. Leasburg has its own 
_ grade school. Our high school pupils are transported, by bus, to 
the district’s Consolidated High School. 


The people of the Leasburg community are of many faiths. The 
Assemlbly of God, Baptists and the Catholics, each have a church 
here. 

The average farmer here engages in general farming and live 
stock raising. Our more progressive farmers derive a major part 
of their income from livestock. Quite a few farm families obtain 
more than half of their income from non-farm work. 

Leasburg was first named Harrison Station for William Harri- 
son, Jr., who had the first store in this part of the country. The 
Harrisons came to Missouri in 1811. They entered the first land 
in present Crawford County in 1828. This was more than 30 years 
before the coming of the railroad. 

With the coming of the settlers, the old Springfield road swarm- 
ed with traffic. Livestock, even turkeys, were driven to the 
market in St. Louis. Camp was made each evening. Livestock 
bedded down and turkeys were allowed to fly into the trees to 
roost. Neither birds nor beasts gave the herders much trouble on 
these drives. They soon became tired and were content to follow 
the course of least resistance. Freight was shipped by ox wagon. 
Drivers used 6 and 8 yokes of oxen to one wagon. A week was 
usually allowed to make the round trip from Leasburg to Si. Lou- 
is. 

Talk of the railroad coming aroused the distrust and suspicion 
of many of the pioneers. The teamsters could :e< their livelihood | 
vanishing and many were the threais uttered against the railroad. 
By 1853, the railroad, then called the Pacific Railroad, now the 
St. Louis and San Francisco, was opened to what is now Pacific. 
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Construction. progressed and the first traffic train entered Rolla 
30 miles we:t of Leasburg, late in Deczmber 1860. By that time 
many who had dreaded the coming of the railroad were engaged 
in providing fuel for the wood-burning engines which pulled the 
trains of that day. 

Samuei Lea, a native of Yorkshire, England, came to this coun- 
try in 1858. In 1859 he built the first res dence in what today. is 
Leasburg. It was a log structure 24x21 feet in size. On Jan. 9, 
1860, Samuel Lea 'cecame the owner of a large parcel of Leasburg 
land, paying Wm. H. Harrison and hi: wife Margaret the sum of 

25'0'0.00 for thes: holdings. That same year he built the first 
frame house in Leasburg and opened the first general store. About 
that time, Harrison Station was renamed Leasburg for Samuel 
Lea. 


In the carly days local mail was brought from Ste. Genevieve 
to Poto i, thence to Steelville by pony express. On September 13, 
1860, a post office was established at Leasburgh with Andrew 
A. Harrison, brother of William, Jr., appointed as postmaster. 
The following year Samuel Lea was appointed postmaster. -He 
served this area ‘n that capacity for 19 years. 

Leasburg has a niche in United States history, too. Here was 
the final s:ene of an interesting and important engagement dur- 
ing the Civil War. This is known as the Battle of P!lot Knob and 
the Retreat to Leasburg. It was here at Leasburg that a few hun- 
dred Federal soldiers under the command of General Thomas Ew- 
ing, Jr., after an exhausting retreat on foot, stood off thousands 
of mounted Conf-derate iroops under the command of General 
Sterling Price. The stubborn resistance of these few Federal: 
~roke the back of the great Confederate raid through Missouri 
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before it had hardly begun and proved to be the death knell to 
the Confederate hopes for victory for the South. 

The first plat and survey of Leasburg was filed April 20, 1869, 
at the direction of Andrew Pierce, Jr. Managing Director of the 
South Pacific Railroad Company. Less than a year later, the 
above mentioned plat was cancelled and the prezent plat of Leas- 
burg was filed. 


Without a doubt, Andrew Pierce, Jr. must have studied the lo- 
cation of Leasburg and envisioned it as a thriving little metropo- 
lis. Through his foresight, Front Street is 100 feet wide. Elm, 
Oak, Pine, Walnut, Cedar, Maple, Locust, (Hickory and Jhe stre<ts 
from 1:t to 10th inclusive, were all 80 feet wide. Thanks to Mr. 
Pierce, Leasburg will take kindly to good design and can become 
one of the lovzlier towns of the region. 

Leasburg was incorporatted Aug. 8, 19119. 

During the early years, aS the surrounding trade territory pros- 
- pered, our town prospered. Our bank, our half dozen stores, our 
post office, our railroad station w<re busy places. Whole familie: 
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could be outfitted from head to toe in our stores. The Leas- 
burg Old Setiler’s Picnic was an event looked forward to from 
year to year by the inhabitants of neighboring towns. 

The coming of the automobile and the lack of a bridge across 
the Meramec at either Davis Ford or the County Ford, coupled 
with much improved roads in other areas, brought a change to 
Leasburg as it did to so many rural communities. 

It is said that we cannot stand still. We either advance, or we 
Slide backward. The change came to Leasburg so gradually that 
at first it was hardly noticed. As time passed, Leasburg’s people 
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found themselves looking backward and speaking of things that 
had been and those that might have been. Finally a step forward 
was made. The Crawford Electric Cooperative brought us the ru- 
ral electrification program. 

It was generally recognized here that in order to progress we 
must havea dependable water supply. Leasburg should 
have a town well. Town wells are expensive. Our commun- 
ity lacked the money for a well. The story of the town well is 
a story of itself, suffice to say here that Leasburg now has a town 
well and in a short time will have her first water mains. 

After the long down grade, Leasburg has at last dug her toes in, 
paused for a deep life giving breath and is again moving FOR- 
WARD. 


CIVIL WAR ACTION AT LEASBURG 

The evacuation of Fort Davidson on the night of September 27, 
1864, was the beginning of a series of ‘‘battles’?’ which culminat- 
ed at Leasburg a few days later during the retreat of General Ew- 
ing’s forces from Pilot Knob to Rolla, a distance of one hundred 
miles. . 

The Union forces escaping from the fort where they had been 
driven during the battle of the 27th by General Price’s invading 
army, numbered approximately one thousand troops of all arms. 
There consisted of six companies of the 47th Regiment of Missou- 
ri Infantry Volunteers command:d by Colonel Thomas C. Fletch- 
er who was elected Governor of the state some weeks later. An 
additional company of the 50th Regimental brought the number 
of new troops to 489 officers and men, only recently organized 
and almost without any military experience. The old troops com- 
prised seven companies of the 2nd and 3rd Cavalry Regiments of 
theMissouri State Militia besides the veteran 14'th Iowa Infantry 
Regiment that had seen several years service in the South and 
was credited by General Ewing with saving the works in the as- 

saults against Fort Davidson and! proved most reliable on the re- 
treat to Leasburg. There was also a very efficient battery under 
the command of Captain William Montgicmery of the 2nd Missou- 
ri Artillery. 

Colonel Fletcher gives an account of a council of war during 
the night after the batile in which the leading officers participat- 
ed when it was decided by General Ewing to evacuate the fort. 
Scon after midnight ths besieged forces passed out of the fort, 
their movements deadened by passing over tents, blankets, and 
straw spread over the ground. A detail of cavalry was the last to 
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leave with orders to explode the magazine and burn the equip- 
ment which had to be left behind. 


In the day’s battle, the Confederates had lost heavily by the 
attacks of the two divisions commanded by Generals Marmaduke 
and Fagan, General Shelby’s division having been sent northward 
along the line of the Iron Mountain railroad as far as Potosi 
where the Confederates captured a command of Union soldiers 
by laying siege to the Court House. 

About this time General Price had forwarded orders to General 
Shelby to return with his division to Pilot Knob in preparation for 
a second attack on Fort Davidson. Hastening south to join Price, 
Shelby’s advance guard encountered the fleeing Federals near 
‘Caledonia early in the morning of Scptember 28th. Aware that 
a much larger force of the enemy was in his path several miles 
to the north, General Ewing decided to turn westward toward 
Rolla. 

General Price had sent General Marmaduke in pursuit as soon 
as it was learned that the fort had been evacuated and at Cale- 
donia he was joined by General Shelby, both now pursuing the 
rapidly retreating Union troops. 

Arriving at Webster (now Palmer), about nightfall and well 
ahead of his pursuers, General Ewing determined to go ‘by way of — 
Leasburg, instead of the more direct road to Rolla. Leasburg or 
Harrison, was a distance of thirty-five miles; it was on the rail- 
road and twenty miles nearer than Rolla. Furthermore, the ridge 
road io Leasburg was less likely to afford the enemy an opportun- 
ity to flank and surround his forces. 

A halt was made at Webster for rest and to partake of some 
coffee, hardtack and bacon. Many of the marchers had already 
dropped out, exhausted by the rapid march from Pilot Knob. 
Shortly after midnight the command started in rain and intense 
darkness, but making progress and a halt was made to await day- 
light. Then the march continued until about nine o’clock. The 
Confederates came upon their rear guard ten or twelve miles from 
Webster. The mounted enemy was held in check by a few shots 
from the Iowa soldiers and batiery that had accompanied them all 
the way from Pilot Knob. 


Five miles farther, the Confederates again came upon them, 
this time they were checked with more difficulty. At Huzzah 
Creek, two miles away, a resolute attack was made by the cnemy, 
requiring all the infantry and the artillery to repel the assault. 
A few milez farther the Union forces crossed the Meramec River 
within three miles of Leasburg and the railroad, the enz:my again > 
struck in force and also crossed the river in the face of the firing 
guns. Whzn within a mile of Leasburg, the Iowa troops formed in 
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line of battle in the rear of the command and marched to the 
station, the Confederates close behind. 

Entering Leasburg soon after dark on the evening of Septem- 
ber 29-h, the place was immediately fortified in anticipation of 
an attack by Shelby’s forces, who remained camped south of the 
town. 


A two-story frame hot«l served Leasburg also as a railroad 
Station with a paltform extending to the track. The town con- 
ta‘ned about a dozen houses besides the hotel, which was at the 
we:t end of the railroad cut. North of the track a line of cord- 
wood was piled for a hundred yards or more, this and some rail- 
road ties served as a temporary breastwork. 


A freight train from St. Louis was halted and its freight of box- 
es containing supplies for the army at Rolla and Springfield was 
unloaded and the boxes so placed as to furnish additional breast- 
works as well as some commissary articles for the hungry sol- 
diers. 


By a supposed order of General Ewing this freight train was 
boarded by nearly the whole command for a run back to St. Lou- 
is. The “order”? proved to be merely a rumor and the journey 
would have been impossible since the enemy had just torn up 
the tracks at Sullivan Station and Cuba. 

Throughout the night the works continued to be strengthened 
as a night attack was expected. To guard against such an event, 
General Ewing caused to be fired during the night two large 
barns with some hay siacks near them, situated in the open fields 
between the town and the encampment of the enemy. The burn- 
ing building and the hay lighted up the whole country until mor- 
ning. Whether or not the enemy coniemplated an attack, they de- 
cided not to make a charge against the well lighted field. 


About nine o’clock on Friday morning, September 30:h, two of- 
ficers came from the Confederaie lines followed by a _ private 
bearing a white flag. They met on the op<cn field where the offi- 
cers held a brief conversation and then returned to the’r com- 
mands. The surrender of Union troops was refused. The purpoze 
of the Confederates, it was later ascertained, was to examine the 
strength of the works. 


Soon after this incident the Confederate commanders arrived 
at a decis‘on not to attack and the forces of Marmaduke and 
Shelby turned away to join Price who was then near Union, mov- | 
ing westward in the direction of Jefferson City. 

On Saturday, October lst, the tired soldiers saw troops ap- 
proach'ng from the north, convinced that the enemy was now 
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from Rolla in answer to a report reaching them a day or two be- 
fore from General Ewing and his hard pressed troops. The next 
day, Sunday, the infantry marched to St. James where they 
board<d a train for Rolla, the cavalry and artillery followed by 
the wagon road to Rolla. 


THE SCOTIA BLAST FURNACE 


The Scotia charcoal furnace, having about a 22 ton capacity, 
was built in 1870. Rock to (build this furnace was quarried near 
Leasburg. Ox teams were uSed to haul the huge blocks of stone. 
.The teams crossed the Meramec at the Davis Ford, near Ononda- 
ga Cave, thence on to Scotia. After seeing the size of these great 
blocks of stone, we are made to wonder how men handled them 
for transportation and later placed them in position in the fur- 
nace. 


The Scotia furnace started smelting in 1871. Rich blue sp<cular 
and red hematite iron ore, to supply the furnace, was taken from 
the Scotia mine a short distance away. The pig iron was hauled 
to Leasburg for shipment. 


At the peak of operation, Scotia had a store, with post office, 
a large company barn and several houses. Much work was to be 
had with the mining of the ore and the smelting. Cutting cord- 
wood and making charcoal, the fuel uscd by this furnace, alco 
gave employment to many more. 

In 1880 with the supply of iron ore exhausted, the furnace was 
closed. Today all that remains is the old stone furnace, h<eaps of 
slag and a hole in the ground from which the rich ore was remov- 
ed. 


EARLY HISTORY OF LEASBURG CAVE 


As Leasburg, Missouri celebrates one hundr<d years, we turn 
back for history of the Community. I will try to give a little of 
the story of the discovery of the Underground Wonderland— as 
my Uncle and Father told me many years ago. The Christopher’s 
came here in 1856, so the boys knew the country well. There was 
an old Grist Mill at the bottom of the hill near the river. It was 
owned and operated by William Davis. A stream of water gushed 
from the focttom of the hill and supplied power for the Mill, 
where farmers came for miles to get their corn and wheat made 
into flour and meal. 
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It was back in 1886 while on on: of the many trips to th: Mill 
that Charles Chr’stopher noticed a Cavern in the side of the hill. 
On close examination he found the Cavern completely closed 
with Onyx. He journzyed home and his mind was filled with 
dreams cf a Mine where the bcautiful stone could be :old and a 
fortune would become a reality. 

‘He talked this over with a friend, John Eaton, the boys then 
planned a trip taken by boat from the Meramec r:ver near by. 
Thinking of the stream at the old mill and wondering just where 
it would take them. Late one night the boat was placed in this 
stream at the bo:tom of the hill, and carly the next morning 
Charles and John were off on a great discovery. 

They rode in the boat three or four hundr<d feet when, the riv- 
‘er seemed to disappear, and they landed in a room of Onyx. The 
boys were so excited and anxious they tock their lanterns and 
were on their way. They walked and crawled! over dangerous 
muddy hills, and narrow ledges which were cold and slippery. 
They kept finding new and more beautiful Onyx, Stalactite, Sta- 
lagmite, of various hues. Often while crawling along the danger- 
ous path the boys had thought of turning back, |cut with a prayer 
on their lips they were anxious to explore farther, so on they 
went kicking off the loose rock ahead! of them which fell far be- 
low hitting the water wi.h the echo ringing through the gr<at 
walls of the Cave. 

At last on the other side of the great room they saw mcre excit- 
ing sights. Skelstons of beasts. One skeleton was of a Bear of ire- 
mendous size, which made the chills run up and down their 


SCENE INSIDE ONONDAGA CAVE - Pictured are the “Twins” 


spines. There were formations of Onyx resemblinhg groups of 
goats of all sizes. With a shudder they went on into the water 
and mud which went up to their chins, and all they could see 


LEASBURG CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION, LEASBURG, MO. 


Congratulations 
BANK OF SULLIVAN 


Sullivan, Mo. 


he 
EATON JecclPhne 


$ UU LIN ACN OM USS agen 


Ambulance Service 


TELEPHONE HOward 8-4147 


LEASBURG CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION, LEASBURG, MO. 


was a large body of water ahead. They then decided to turn back 
and return later with help to explore farther. It was then that 
they got lost and wandered around for hours, finally finding an 
opening hid by a large Stalagmite, frightened and tired they 
soon were in, the boat, and out once again in the wide wide world. 

It was late and the old Mill had closed for the day. The boys 
were Soon on their way home for food and a good night’s sleep, 
with many plans for a return trip in mind. It was on the second 
trip that Charley and John decided to take Charley’s brother 
Fletcher, and Emmet Land along with them. They made many 
more trips and always found more of the beautiful Onyx. It was 
on the second trip, Fletcher said they took pieces of paper to 
mark the pach, and some cans of Sardines. What they didn’t eat 
of the sardines they left in open cans, and on one of the return 
trips months later, found the un-eaten sardines as fresh as the 
day they had been opened. 

The young men kept the Adventure a secret, as Charles and 
John wanted to homestead the land. Charley had been sick and 
didn’t have the ready cash to buy the land, so his Orother Flet- 
cher had hogs, decided to sell some of them, and loaned the mon- 
ey to Charles to close the deal. They wanted to improve the Cave 
and make it possible for sight see’rs to enjoy. This however was 
a big undertaking, and much more than they could hfandile finan- 
cially, so it was decided to sell to some one who could make it 
possible for everyone to enjoy this beautiful under-ground Cav- 
ern. Around 1900 it was sold to Mr. Benoist of St. Louis. 

Work began, and in 1904 the Cave was opened to the public, 
and it derived its name ONONDAGA, by Myrtle Land selecting 
one name which had been previously submiited. Soon the people 
by the hundreds came to Leasburg by train from St. Louis, then 
on to the Cave in a horse drawn station wagon, over the rough 
Old Scotia Road four and one half miles away. 

Upon arrival you would don a pair of jumper overalls, given a 
lantern, and get into a boat with a guide who would tell you all 
kinds of cave stories at the landing, then you were on your way. 
The trip took three hours forty-six years ago. Upon complet‘on 
of the trip you ascended the slippery hill in which the steps were 
cut into the clay, and bridges which spanned the river were made 
of wood. This has all been changed, the Cave now has electric 
lights to show the beauty of all its wonders. There are good 
walks, and stairs, and bridges all for your safety. 

The men who discovered and explored this cave loved to talk 
about their adventures, and were happy that they had given to 
many a chance to see and talk of this beauty spot in the beautiful 
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hills of the Ozarks in the Community they lived, and loved. 
They have all passed on, but they have left a lasting memory 
for us all. 


| POST OFFICE AND POSTMASTERS 

Records of the Post Office Department show that the post office 
at Leasburg, Crawford County, was established as Leasburg on 
September 13, 1860. Its name was changed to Leasburg, July 11, 
1892. Names of Postma:ters and dates of their appoin:ment were: 


Andrew A. Harrison September 13, 1860 
Samuel Lea October 19, 1861 
John West July 29, 1880 
John McInnis September 29, 1890) 
Charles H. Bowden July 11, 1892 
John R. King April 20, 1893) 
John McInnis April 15, 1897 
Luther A. Evans February 2, 19105 
John McInnis March 12, 1907 
J. E. Lea@orecht Koehn June 17, 1914 
Floyd O. King September 22, 19122) 
Helen R. Land January 4, 1934 
Helen R. Land (reappointed) * August 24, 1944 


* Mrs. Land was re-appointed! when the post office advanced 
from fourth clas: to the third class. 


This place was originally named Harrison Station. Those who 
could have told us just why, when a post office was established 
here, it was renamed Leasburg, have paszed on. Campbell’s Gaz- 
etteer of Missouri, published in St. Louis in 1874 may give the 
correct clue. This book lists 18 post offices in Crawford County. 
One of them is Harrison’: Mills described as being located 8 miles 
' southeast of Bourbon. The Post Office Department would not 
have approved such sim lar names for both post offices. 
Harrison’s Mills, Crawford County, Missouri 

Established on June 26, 1832 

Discontinued on July 15, 1839 

Reestablished on October 7, 1840 

Discontinued on October 18, 1880 


POSTMASTER. DATE OF APPOINTMENT 
Benjamin Harrison Jun: 26, 1832 
John W. Harman | | May 20, 1851 
John M. Anthony March 21, 1856 
Andrew A. Harrison | October 14, 1856 - 
Thomas S. Hawkins February 12, 1858 


Charles W. Becon January 18, 1860: 
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John W. Harman April 16, 1862 
Jonas H. Harman June 7, 1870 
William O. Gilpin June 29, 1871 
N. B. Reeves October 19, 1871 
John S. Fitzmater May 10, 1880 


Cost of. a photostatic copy of an 1865 sie location report relat- 
‘ing to Harrison’s Mills is 50 cents. It shows the distance of adja- 
cent post offices, river, and creek to Harrison’s Mills. 

(Furnished by National Archives and Records Service, Wash- 
_ ington, D.C.) 


RURAL FREE DELIVERY 

The first rural routes were establi:hed on Oct. 1, 1896 at Hafi- 
town, Uvilla and Charleston, West Virginia. Just 15 days later 
rural free delivery was introduced to Missouri when 3 experimen- 
tal routes were set up out of Cairo, Missouri. 

The early rural carrier frequently used an old fashioned fox 
horn to announce his. coming to his patrons. Then, as now, his 
- conveyance was a small post office on wheels. He carried news- 
papers, stamps, envelopes and post cards. He distributed and col- 
- lected mail. He reported on the condition of the roads, carried 
MesSages, and swapped gossip with his patrons. His coming was 
a welcome break in the monotony of their day. 

The first rural free delivery route was established at Leasburg, 
Mo. June 2, 1913. The nzw route was 23' miles long. The carrier 
was instrucied to leave the post office at 7:30 A. M. to start mail 
delivery. He was scheduled to return to the office at 3:00 P.M. 
The salary was $1056.00 per year. 

Benjamin F. Reeves served as rural carrier on Leasburg Route 
1 from June 2), 1913 to June 310, 1913. John R. King was. appoint- 
ed regular carrier July 1, 1913\ and served until March 16, 1925. 
John King had served Leasburg as Postmaster from Apr. 20, 1893 
to April 15, 1897. He had also served as postal clerk under vari- 
ous postmasters. He wa: of hardy pioneer stock. It is said that 
his father James King lost an oxen on his way to Settle at 
Leasburg. He took its place and pulled: one-half the load until he 
found another. Rural carrier John King arose at 4 o’clock in the 
morning to prepare for his days work. In the winter it was dark 
when he left home for the post office and dark when he return- 
ed home at night. The condition of the roads was often so bad that 
he was forced to leave his buggy at home. At such times he rode 
hor:eback all day delivering the mail. 

Ralph T. King, son of John, was the first substitute rural car- 
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rier to be appointed under John King. Ralph’s service began Aug. 
26, 1914. He was terminated as a sub carrier March 31, 1928. I 
note that according to the records at hand that he did not sub 
for his father for a period from October 1917 to Dec. 31, 1922. 


On April 27, 1918 Bertha A. King, wife of John was appointed 
substitute carrier. Her services were terminated Oct. 9, 1924. 
Bertha’s old buggy, with a service flag pasted on the side of the 
old buggy top was a familiar sight. In 1918 her husband took 3 
months leave to farm and Bertha carried the mail. This was the 
longest single period she served. To lighten her household chores 
when she returned home from the route, She made the usual prep- 
arations for churning, closed the churn at the top securely and 
placed it in the back of her buggy before leaving for the post 
office. The milk sloshed against the sides of her churn, churning 
her butter! Bertha King is also said to have owned and operated 
the first incubator in Crawford County. 


After Mr. King retired the next regular rural carrier appoint- 
ed was Mr. Curtis Fair Pinnnell. He was appointed Feb. 15, 19216 
and is still serving Leasburg Rural Route 1 as carricr. In 1926 
the route had been lengthened until it was 30.3 miles long. Road 
conditions were still bad. Mr. Pinnell left the office with the 
mail about 7:30 A.M. and returned between 4 and 5:30 of an 
afternoon. In the beginning he kept four horses. As a rule he 
used one team one day and and the other the next. When the 
roads were unusually bad he changed teams at noon. The carrier 
protected himself as best he could from the bone chilling winds of 
the winter. Sometimes he would alight from the buggy and walk 
beside it. Sometimes he carried a small coke burning foot warmer 
in the buggy. One started a coke brick to burning by laying it 
directly in the live coals of a household stove; ignited, the coke 
brick burned for about a half a day: The little foot warmer placed 
beneath a heavy lap robe added greatly to the comfort of the 
driver. 

When summer came Mr. Pinnell bought a used car and used it 
to deliver mail until the fall rains began, then it was back to the 
teams again. As roads improved somewhat he even‘ually sold one 
team, keeping the other for uSe if needed. He finally sold this last 
team and now uses the car the year around. Today he serves a 
route of nearly twice the mileage, in half the time it took when 
he began. 

Others who served Leasburg as sub:titute rural carriers after 
Bertha A. King was terminated were: Walter Blair, Albert G. 
Adams, Santa Hamlin, Elasco H. Lockhart, Wocdrow R. Avery, 
Roy W. Woods and Wm. E. Woods. William Everett Woods is our 
present substitute rural carric<r. 
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LEASBURG STAR ROUTE 

Star Route service was established as a result of the Act of 
March 3, 1845 in which the Postmaster General was directed to 
arrange for the transportation of mails “with certainty, celerity 
and security,” without refcrence to the mode of conveyance. Be- 
cause routes under this new stipulation were designated in De- 
partment records by asterisks, they became known as “star” 
routes. 

We have been unable to unearth departm~-ntal records of the old 
Star Route out of Leasburg. We are endebted to Mr. William Lea 
for the following account. Mr. Lea’s father, Benjamin Lea, in 
partnership with his uncle opened a store in Scotia in 1876. Five 
years later, following the death of his uncle, Benjamin Lea be- 
came sole proprietor of this store. B, 

Leasburg was Scotia’s nearest point to the railroad. There was 
much freighting between the two settlements. It was a natural 
and convenient arrangement for Ben Lea to pick up mail at Leas- 
burg for Scotia to carry it back to his store as an accommodation 
to persons living near by. 

After a few years of this, Scotia was made a post office and a 
star route was c¢S.ablished to serve it. Billy Kitchen, was the first 
paid carrier. Later a store was built at Butts and a post office 
established in the store. The Star Route was ext<:nded thru Butts 
to Berryman. The carrier made the ‘rip from Leashurg to Berry- 
man, on horseback, going to B:rryman one day and returning 
the next. 
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The second carrier to be employed on this route was Jimmy 
Walls. The third was Bi!l Ferguson. Mr. Jim Hicks believes that 
Billy Herguson carried the mail on this route for 27 or 28 years. 
Mr. Ferguson carried the mail for $600 per year. He would leave 
his home near Butts before daylight. It would be cloze to dark 
when he returned. His route led him from Butts to the creek near 
where the Adairs lived and then a mile down the road to Scotia, 
then back to Adairs and across the Davis Ford thence to Leasburg. 

He used the bugigy or hack when he could, otherwise he made 
the trip on horseback. When he had the hack he frequently add- 
ed to his meag:r earnings by hauling “‘raft-rs’” to and from Scotia 
The “rafters” worked the rafts of ties which were floated down 


- the Courtois and Huzzah crzeks to the big eddy at Scot:a. Here 


the rafts were tied up below the Scotia Bridge so that more ties 
could be put in, enlarg<d the rafis for the float on the Meramec 
River to Pacific. Mrs. (Hicks says that some times there were so 
many rafts sideicty side at Scotia that you could cross the creeks 


on them. 1356444 


TheSe early carriers sometimes suffered great hardships and 
took considerable risks in upholding the slogan, ‘‘The U. S. Mails 
Mus: Go Thru.’ When the river was up, Mr. Ferguson rode as far 
as the Jack Davi: place. The river might be from hill to h'll, and 
neither man could swim, but Ora Pinnell on the far side of the 
river would put out with Ferguson’s large boat, pick up Fergu- 
son and set him on the far side of the river. Ferguson then con- 
t:nued on his route on a rented horse. 

Sometime during J. E. Lebrecht Koehn’s tenure as toastmaster 
6-17-14 -- 9-2)1-2:2| the head of the route was changed from Leas- 
lburg to Steelville. For awhile Jimmy Walls carried the mail from 
Scotia. Two or 3 years later the route was consolidated and Bill 
Ferguson carried the mail from Butts to Steelville. 


SCHOOLS 


The churches of America established our first schools. These 
were parochial or parish schools. They were established mainly 
to educate the people so they could read their own Bibles. Under 
such circumstances, it was cntirely natural that education, of that 
day, was regarded as an affair of the church. 


In thoze early times, people did not move around a great deal. 
Our communities were made up larg<ly by people, related by 
blood or marriage, and all of the same faith. The parochial school 
was entirely satisfactory in this type of community. 
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As time passed and our lusty young nation began ¢xpanding, 
our people migra‘ed to new localities. People of different faiths 
now lived a: neighbors. No long<r were all parents happy to send 
their children to the parochial school of their community. 

To fill this need, schools of other types icegan to spring up. A- 
mong them were the “subscripcicn” school - the private pay 
schools, the private schools, the tutor in the home and the de:pised 
pauper schools of the South. 


A few rais<d their voices to ask for free, tax supported schools 
These people believed th: wealth of the s.ate should educate the 
children of the State. The churches did not wan: to relinquish 
their hold on education. By 1825 our nation was battling bitterly 
- over the issue. With the exception of the slavery question, no 
issue has ever aroused such b-tter antagonism among our people 
as that of tax supported public schools. 

By 1850 the battle for tax supported free public schools was 
pretty well won and by 1860 our United States :ystem of frec 
public schools was firmly established. 

The Leasburg School District was organized in 1863. Moses 
Harmond taught our first school. He had from twenty to tw<n- 
ty-five pupils. 

Tradition says that the first school house in Leasburg was con- 
structed of logs. Hand hewed log /senches, with peg leg:, prob- 
ably servcd as seats for the first pupils. The story goes that as 
time went on and more and more frame building: were built, the 
older boys yearning for a modern “‘box” schocl, resolv<d to take 
ma:ters in their own hands. Protected by the dark of night they 
slipped into Leasburg with their ox teams and chains. The fr<e 
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a roaring inferno when a fire truck from a neighboring town 
reached the scene. 

The following day, Henry Ackerman, Fred Fife, Leroy Maes 
and Harold Meadows chanced to mect and the conver:ation turn- 
ed to the recent fire. The four men agreed that Leasburg needed 
its own fire d<partment and pledged themselves to begin solicit- 
ing contributions for that purpose. 

The next morning Fred Fife called on a few persons and col- 
lected $70.00 in a short time. This was taken as definite proof 
that Leasburg would support a local fire department. A date was 
set for a meeting of those interested and as was stated ajoove the 
Leasburg Volunteer Fire Department, Inc., a non-profit organiza- 
* tion was organized, January 25, 1957. Harold Meadows was eleci- 
ed first president of this organization. 

The group purchased a second hand fire truck for $2,050, ana 
spent an additional $470.00 on other equipment. Their next step 
was to insure the volunieer fireman and the equipment. 

Donated labor renovated the second hand fire truck. The truck, 
all dents removed and flashing its brilliant coat of new red paint 
is a real source of pride to every resident of our communivy. 

The Leasburg Volunteer Fire Department accepts memberships 
within a five mile radius of our town. There are now 160 paid 
memberships. Cash donations as well as membership dues have 
built up the Fire Dept. ‘Fund. For some months after the fire 
department was organized, both the Crawford County Creamery 
Co. and the Missouri Valley Creamery Co. contributed 2c on each 
half gallon of milk sold in Leasburg, to the Fire Department. 


At present there are 18 active firemen. Don Mullen is Fire 
Chief, Bob Garrison is Assistant Fire Chief and Henry Ackerman 
is treasurer. Other firemen are: Johnny Bartle, John A. Delaney, 
Wallace Fletcher, Darrell Harmon, James King, Ralph King, 
Chester Pinnell, Ed Pinnell Kenneth Pinnell and Don Woods. 
Each and every fireman carries a key to the fire house and in 
case of fire the first member there can drive the fire truck. Oth- 
er members who are not in time to accompany the truck to the 
fire follow in cars. These men meet once a week and at irregular 
intervals have a surprise fire drill. 

The fire truck was paid for the first year. Louis Fulton donated 
ground on which to erect a fire house. The new fire house is a 
credit to our town. This concrete block building, with concrete 
floor, is 30 ‘by 40 feet. At the front is a large overhead, metal 
door. The building has a pitched roof, with attractive gable treat- 
ment. The ceiling of the building is insulated. the building has 
an estimated value of $5000.00 
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THE LEASBURG ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH 

The Lord having encouraged Guy L. Jackson and his wife to 
hold a tent revival in Leasburg, of Peniecost or Assembly of God 
faith, they obtained a gospel t<nt from Brother Mitchell in Rolla. 
The tent was erected on the Ed West property by Reverend Jack- 
son and others who volunteercd to help. The revival began on 
or about June 2/7, 1938. After two weeks of preaching and teach- 
ing the word of God with much zeal and love of God, evidence of 
much good prevailed in the congregation. 

In September the brick building owned by Charley Mullen and 
his sister Mrs. Hannah O’Fallon was rented and Brother Jackson 
began a two weeks revival. After the revival closed Reverend 
.Hance, pastor of Sullivan Assembly of God Church and presby- 
ter of this district, was called in to organize a church in Leasburg. 
On Saturday evening, October 24, 1938 Reverend Hance proceed- 
ed to get the church in order by reading lst. Cor:nthians 4 - 40, 
followed by a prayer. He then gave advice and information as 
to organizing and carrying on a church. Eleven members were 
taken into the new church as charter members and two deacons 
were elected. The church began growing. It was decided to build 
a new church building. Mr. and Mrs. Ola Swanson donated a lot 
to build on. The work began. With much love for God, self sacri- 
fice and self denial everyone worked willingly at whatever they 
could do, to fulfill the dream of a full gospel church in Leasburg. 
A church where the healing of the body as well as the salvation 
of souls would be preached. The Lord prospered the church and 
on Sunday, June 11, 1939, services were held in the new church 
building. Reverend Ralph Riggs of Springfield, Mo. preached the 
dedication service. A large crowd attended. 

Three rooms were built on the church for living quarters for 
evangelists or pastors. These rooms are completely furnished. 

The pastors who have lbeen elected to preach here have been 
Guy L. Jackson, J. W. Allen, Dean Heady, Robert Woodruff, Geo- 
rge Hammett, Rena Ivie, Paul Klahr, Robert Tourville, Everett 
McCauley and our present pastor is Belvia Duncan. 

This church is still moving on for God. Many have been saved 
and have moved from our midst. Several have gone on to be with 
the Lord. We know that the gospel that has been preached in 
this church will not return void, but will accomplish that where 
with it has been sent. 


CROSS ROADS BAPTIST CHURCH 
Before the “immigration,” the coming of the South Carolinians 
to this area in December 1869, there were only 2 persons of the 
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Baptist faith in this community, nam<ly, Jane (McCreery) Alli- 
son and Jeremiah King. At that time the close:t Baptist Church 
was the Oak Hill Church on Brazeal near Anthonies Mill in Wash- 
ington County. Jeremiah King was a member of this church. The 
only Baptist Churches in Crawford County were at Steelville and 
Keysville. There were only two Baptist ministers in this whole 
territory, W. O. Gib:on.and Elder H. M. Smith of Potosi. Elder 
Smith is described as being quits-an old man in 1870. 

Practically all of the North Carolina group were Baptist. As 
soon as they were setiled here the thots of these people turned 
to the need of organizing a Baptist Church so they could worship 
as they wers accu:tomed. On their arrival here the J. R. Hamlin 
- family lived in the Nixon School house until their own house 
could be built. It was at the Nixon School house that the Carolin- 
aians gathered on March 5, 1870 and organized the Cross Roads 
Baptist Church. Charter members were: J. R. Hamlin, his wife, 
Mary Ann King Hamlin and their daughter Elizabeth Vandalia 
Hamlin (Mrs. J. K. Lewis); Zachariah H. Smith and his wife 
Sarah Matton Smith; L. Rector Smith and his wife Ann, Benja- 
min P. Barion, Silas V. Smith, Jeremiah King and Sarah E. Loon- 
ey (Mrs. John Looney). Among the memloers was an ordaincd 
minister, Rev. J. R. Hamlin and an ordained deacon, Z. H. Smith. 

Rev. J. R. Hamlin was elected pastor of the new church. The 
name ‘‘Cross Roads’ was given the church in memory of the 
loved church Z. H. Smith and his wife had left behind in South 
Carolina. The site for the new church was chosen by Jeremiah 
King. The ground, still occupied by Cross Roads Church, was then 
the property of John R. Looney, a homesteader. Mr. Looney do- 
nated two acres of ground, one for the church yard and one for 
the cemetery. 

During that first summer and fall the congregation worshiped 
in a brush arbor. Their book stand was made by driving two 
posts into the ground and nailing a board across the top of the 
posts. This was the ministers pulpit and supported his Bible. The 
seats were split sapplings in which holes had been bored and peg 
legs inserted. Here they had Sunday School and held weekly pra- 
yer meeting, even held a protracted meeting that first summer. 
The first Sunday in each month was set for regular preaching in 
remembrance of regular services in the Pleasant Hill Church of 
South Carolina from whence the Hamlins and S. V. Smith had 
brought their church letters. 

On the first Sunday in June, the Oak Hill Church, with its pas- 
tor, Rev. Gibson, met. with the founders of Cross Roads Church 
and held their first communion. Jeremiah King was ordained 
Deacon that day. That evening Cross Roads Church received its 
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first member for baptism, Stephen C. Reed. Rev. J. R. Hamlin de- 
scribed the baptism of Reed as follows: He was baptized in what 
is now called Davis Ford. This was the first baptism that ever had 
been in this part of the country and it created a wonderful inter- 
est. It was a new thing under the sun. People climbed up in trees. 
There was a canoe within six feet of the preacher and candidate 
when I baptised him, thcy were so anxious to see the new per- 
formance. It was like John’s baptism at the Jordan. The p<ople 
were from all over the country as far as Steelville and Cuba, 
some perhaps to see him drown and some to see if he was nude 
for many had been told that immersion was di:grac-ful and dan- 
gerous to the health and etc. The preacher thinking this an op- 
- portune time to explain to the people what baptism was and what 
for and who was eligible, spoke to show them how Jesus was bap- 
tized amd the act that he was going to perform was Bible baptism. 

During the winter of 1870 and 1871 church services were held 
in Mr. Looney’s home. This property is known to most of us as 
the Woods Kelly house and is now owned by Hilmer Brewer. B. F. 
Smith was made a Deacon in 1871. Silas V. Smith was the first 
Church clerk. That year the Congregation erected a log church 
building. 

The church was growing in sirength and membership. Two 
neighborhood men were ordained for the ministry Rev. Milcs Wal- 
ker and Rev. Robert Gibson. In that first year membership was 
extended to Stephen Reed, Malinda J. Hudson, Miles T. Walker, 
Thomas Bass, Louisa Scott, Emily Morhead, James Eaton, Ann 
Eaton, Benjamin F. Smith, Rebecca Smith, S. R. Smith, Landrum 
Smith, Joanna Stephens, William Barton and Harriet Barton. 

In due time the log house gave place to a white frame church 
building. This served the congregation for many years. A wind- 
storm caught the old church building, twisting it and causing it to 
lean. The congregation had the weaken<ed walls braced but it was 
considered unsafe and they voted to replace it with a new struc- 
ture. Uncle Benjamin P. Barton, a charter member of Cross Roads 
Church, had left the Church $1000.00 at his death. This money 
was used to buy material for the new building. All the labor was 
donated. . 

In Septemiber 19510 the Congregation began making plans for 
additional class rooms. Three class rooms, with basem<nt under- 
neath, were completed and dedicated to. Our Lord’s uSe in 1951. 
In 1953 a furnace was installed. In 1955 the entrance of the 
church was rebuilt with a large vestibule with two rooms on 
each side. The front of the Church was built according to South- 
ern Baptist architectural plans. An air conditioner was installed 
in 1958. The present membership is 14% with preaching every 
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place in March. 

1943 - 1944 O. R. Sheltcn 1 mo., Irene Brand, Evelyn Perkins and 
Anna Daniels 

1944 - 1945 Irene Stewart, Anna Daniels 

1945 - 1946 Gloria Land, Freda Bryan and Anna C. Daniels 

1946 - 1947 Freda Mullen, Fern L. Sprinkle and Anna Daniels 

1947 - 1948 Anna C. Daniels, Freda Bryan Mullen, Fern Knight 
Sprinkle 

1948 - 1949 Anna C. West Daniels, Freda Mullen, Fern Sprinkle 

Joined R-I Bourbon in el<ction held July 26, 1949 


DOCTOR WILLIAM FEWELL IRWIN 

No booklet on Lea:burg would be complete without a triiu‘e 
to one to whem so many of us cwe so much, Dr. William Fewell 
Irwin. 

Dr. Irwin is the second child of Edmund Irwin and Sarah Hliz- 
ab=th Fewell Irwin. Edmund Irwin came to this country from 
Ireland. Sarah Fewell was born in Canton, Georgia. This couple 
took up residence On a farm two miles northeast of Leasburg and 
there William Fewell Irwin was born. The Irwin children received 
their early education chiefly at Leasburg. In that day school 
terms were generally only 5 or 6 months long. If Forest Hill 
school op<ned its term one month earlier than Leasburg, the Ir- 
win children attended Forest Hill school until the Leasburg 
school opened. At that time the residence now occupied by Miss 
Elsie Ray was Leasburg’s school house. Dr. Irwin recalls that 
Tom Fitzgerald, Bill Land and Pearl West were among his school- 
mates. 

At the age of 19 Dr. Irwin went to St. Lou's and enrolled in 
St. Louis University. Following his graduation from medical 
college there, he considered practicing medicine in Illinois. The 
location in Illincis offered many advantages, but Dr. Irwin’s fa- 
ther was in failing health and he decided to return home. In 
August cof 1898 he hung out his shingle in Leasburg. 

The building that now houses Friendly Inn was Dr. Irwin’s 
office for 40 years. It was built by Dr. A. E. Snow, Dr. Snow, on 
leaving Leasburg, sold this property to Roland Bass. Dr. Irwin 
rented the building from Mr. Bass for three years before buying 
the preperty that he came to love so well. After selling the build- 
ing he moved his office to the Mullen-O’Fallon brick. He was 
there for 8 years. For the past 13 years he has had his office wp- 
stairs over Knight’s Store. ; 

In all, the Doctor has practiced here nearly 61 years. Long ago 
he lost track of the babies he had delivered. He does know that 
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among them were 20 sets of twins. He holds the proud and envi- 
able record of never having lost a mother in childbirth. He earn- 
ed a reputation for his success in treating pneumonia and other 
fevers. This was long before the hypodermic needle and the won- 
der drugs put the average physician on the level with the ex- 
pert. 

To insure a supply of drugs for his patients, Dr. Irwin stocked 
his own. In January of this year the Board of Pharmacy, State 
of Missouri awarded Gold Certificate No. 14432 to William Fewell 
Irwin in honor of his 50 years as a registered pharmacist. He is a 
member of both the Missouri State Medical Association and the 
American Medical Association. 

In spite of the long hours, the loss of sleep, the hardships en- 
dured in order to reach the bedsides of his patients during adverse 
winter weather, Dr. Irwin continues active. He no longer an- 
Swers night calls but he keeps regular office hours at Leasburg. 

He has been honest in his dealings, is blessed with an insight 
of character, thinks for himself, refusing to be stampeded with the 
herd, a man of stature, he has been our friend and counselor 
through the years. William Fewell Irwin has attained an enviable 
Spot in the heart of this community. Such a spot as seldom is 
earned by any man. 


OTHER DOCTORS AND DRUGGISTS OF LEASBURG 


M. M. (Mont) Hamlin was born near Leasburg. Dr. Hamlin 
graduated from the American Medical College of St. Louis in 
1881. He set up his office and home at Gray Summit, Missouri 
but seems to have had a regular practice at Leasburg too, thereby 
making him Leasburg’s first doctor. 

Dr. Rehno was our second doctor. Sometime after Dr. Irwin 
came here to practice, Dr. Rehno moved to Bourbon. 


The third doctor to come to Leasburg was Dr. A. E. Snow. He 
left Leasburg previous to Dr. Irwin’s coming here to practice. 
Dr. W. F. Irwin was Leadburg’s fourth doctor. 


Later there were Dr. Gaines, Dr. O’Maley and Dr. Goldberg. 
There was also Dr. Walton three miles south of! town. 


Dr. Gaines opened a drug store in what now is the post office 
building. Two other men, Bayard Maxwell and Ollie Oliver of 
Anna, Illinois, also tried operating a drug store here. Their drug | 
store project like that of Dr. Gaines, was unsuccessful. Maxwell 
returned to Kansas City and Oliver left too, taking his Leasburg 
bride the former Birdie Waller with him. 
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paw secre 


Lay Bonded Abstract Co. 


Steelville, Mo. 
Phone Spruce 5-414] 


a 


‘COMPLIMENTS COMPLIMENTS 


Buster’s Insurance | 

| | OF 
en 

| Agency 


Earl Roberts 


Steelville, Mo. 


Farmer’s Insurance Group 
Auto - Truck - Life - Fire 


Phone SPruce 5-4622 Steelville, Mo. 


Schwieder Ford (Bass Mercantile Co. 


SPRUCE 5-4321 60 Years on the Corner 


Steelville, Mo. CLAUDE BASS, FOUNDER 
ROWLAND BASS, PROP. 


CLOTHING & SHOES 
FORDS FOR ALL THE FAMILY 
A.G. SELF SERVICE 
THE BUY OF THE YEAR SUPER MARKET 


; 
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HOTELS OF LEASBURG 

Samuel Lea, built and operated the first Leasburg Hotel. His 
store, wareroom, family living quarters and rooms for paying 
guests were all under the same roof. The visitor, or customer, en- 
tered the store from a porch or platform which extended to near 
the railroad track. Just back of the store proper was the store 
wareroom. To the rear of the wareroom was the dining room. 
The, floor area back of the dining room was divided into two 
rooms. These were used as the living quarters for the family. Two 
upstairs rooms were built over the family living quarters. These 
were the rooms that were rented to travelers. Access to these 
upper rooms was by way of a stairway built against the rear wall 
of the large dining room. The kitchen, built in line with the living 
quarters of the family made the lower part of an inverted L. 
Altho the kitchen had a common wall with one of the rooms of 
the family’s living quarters, it was necessary to go outside thru a 


_ dining room door and across an open area to enter the kitchen. 


Just outside the dining room door was the rock walled cistern, 
8 feet in diameter and 22 feet deep. Its location made it conven- 
ient to both the dining room and the kitchen. The hotel garden 
spot is now the site of the Orville Cresswell home. 

Witheut a doubt the Lea hotel and store was the center of 
activity in Leasburg, in those early days. It was here that General 
Thomas Ewing, Jr. set up his headquarters during the Battle of 
Licasburg. The Lea property stood almost directly across the rail- 
road track from Leadburg’s first depot, the old freight depot. Mr. 
Lea had no children of his own, but he reared Benjamin Lea, the 
son of his deceased brother John. He also reared the two orphan 
sons of his brother George Lea. George Lea’s sons learned teleg- 
raphy in the freight station. Samuel Lea died in 1880. Others 
carried on the hotel business, until the building burned, while 
occupied by Bill Pinnell. Today there is nothing to mark the 
site of Leasburg’s first hotel except the. old cistern which is still 
used. 

On June 25, 1895 the old hotel grounds were acquired by Wm. 
T, Hill and his wife, Nancy, for the sum of $500.00. Mr. Hill 
erected a new hotel building. He gave it the name of the Exchange 
Hotel. Board and lodgings could be had there for $1.00 per day. 
On Nov. 10, 1897 the Hills sold the hotel to Elliott Davis for 
$1000.00. Slightly more than a year later, on Nov. 21, 1898, Elli- 
ott Davis sold the hotel to William Davis. William Davis renamed 
it the Jefferson Hotel. In later years Harvey and Ella Knight 
operated this hotel. With the removal of the depot to a location 
a few blocks away, the site of the hotel lost its importance. Even- 
tually the old hotel was closed. The building was wrecked in 
1930, by Jim Cresswell, for part of the lumber. 
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NU - WAY 


PFAUTSCH CLEANERS 


JEWELRY STORE | SULLIVAN CANDY 
| & 

| TOBACCO CO. 
Your Store of Fine Gifts 


25 N. Clark - Sullivan, Mo. Sullivan, Mo. 
We Give Eagle Stamps 


COMPLIMENTS 


as 


COMPLIMENTS 
OF 


Sullivan Lumber Company 


SULLIVAN, MO. 


J. H. OWENS W. FLETCHER 
J. H. JONES O. BECKETT 


“FIRST IN QUALITY —— FIRST IN SERVICE” 
Phone Howard 8-4414 


Sullivan Appliance 
Compliments of 


H. J. McCRARY | 
FRIGIDAIRE - SPEED QUEEN Wilcox Jewelry 
DUO - THERM 
Ph. HO 8-4194 Sullivan, Mo. 


6 S. Clark Sullivan, Mo. 


LEASBURG CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION, LEASBURG, MO. 


JEFFERSON HOTEL 


Aunt Mary Gibts was also a very good cook and board and lodg- 
ings could be had at her place. Aunt Mary would :rve you a de- 


licious dinner for 25c. A bed for the. night was also only a quarter. 


Back about 1903 another hotel was erected in Leasburg. This 
was the Brick, built by Smithy Jackson. Sm‘thy is rem:mbered 
for his genercsity. A drummer, on finishing one of Mrs. Jack:on’s 
dinners, for only 25c, was almost sure to be handed a free cigar 
by Smithy. Smithy disl:ked waste. If his customer fail.:d to finish 
one of his generous sandwiches, Smithy wrapped up the left over 
portion and urged the customer to carry it along, ‘““You might get 
hungry on th: way hame’”’ or ‘“Take it home to Johnny.”’ Knowing 
how refreshing fruit juices are, Smithy made.a practice of send- 
ing lemons and oranges to the sick, which was a rare treat in 
those days. This good little man is still remembered with affection 
in Leasburg. 


Mr. Jackson sold his hotel to Larry Mullen and his wife Clara 
about 1904 or 1905. The Mullens ran the hotel for a quarter of a 
century. Clara Mullen’s everyday cookery was of the prize win- 
ning quality. In that day a Perfection oil stove was coveted by all 
rural women. On this particular morning the Leasburg school 
teacher, on his way to the County Fair happened to stop by the 
Mullen Hotel. Clara was just removing pans of her delicious 
home made lbread from the oven. The teacher insisted on taking 
a loaf of the bread to the fair. That loaf of bread took first prize 
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Compliments of 


SHO-ME POWER CORPORATION 


MARSHFIELD, MISSOURI 


SERVING THE SOUTH CENTRAL THIRD OF MISSOURI 
WITH ELECTRICAL POWER. 
WE GROW WITH THE AREA WE SERVE AND WITH 


COOPERATION FROM EVERYONE. 
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SMITIHY JACKSON RESTAURANT AND HOTEL. 


and Clara Mullen became the proud own¢r of a brand new Perfec- 
tion oil stove. 


HISTORY OF BANK OF LEASBURG 
Leasburg, Missouri 


Articles of Agreement dated March 2, 1906, were filed in the 
office of Recorder of Deeds of Crawford County on March 14, 
19106, then filed in the office of the Secretary of State of Missou- 
ri on March 16, 1906, and Charter issued as of that date. 

Capital stock was $10,000.00 subscribed by: 


L. A. Evans, Leasburg Elliott Davis, Leasburg 
Leo A. Fisher, Sullivan John R. King, Leasburg 
J. W. Waller, Leasburg James N. Smith, Cuba 
Daniel Foster, Leasburg Thomas Hogg, Leasburg 
Justin Perrigue, Steelville | A. J. Barnett, Cuba 
Wm. Fitzgerald, Leagourg C. M. Fitzgerald, Leasburg 
Edward L. Perrigue, Leasburg Mark H. Kelly, Leasburg 
James A. McInnis, Leasburg J. C. West, Leasburg 


E. L. West, Leasburg 
The first Board of Directors consisted of five stockholders as 
follows: 


J. W. Waller 

E. L. West 

Leo A. Fisher 

J. C. West 
James N. Smith 
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OLLIE’S 1.G.A. SUPER MARKET 


IN THE HEART OF BOURBON 
LOW PRICES -- EVERY DAY | 


A. H. BOUCKAERT 
PHONE 55 


Roy Hartung Mrs. Howells 
Selected Cookies 


LIVE AND DRESSED 
TURKEYS TIM COMPTON 
FEED & EGGS SALES REP. 
FERTILIZER & SEED 


Phone 34-J Bourbon, Mo! Bourbon, Mo. 


Town Tavern Cottage Inn 


Bourbon, Mo. 
Budweiser Beer on Tap 
Sandwiches - Soft Drinks 
BAR-B-Q and FRIED 
ALL ‘CHICKEN and 
POPULAR BOTTLE BEER 
FISH SANDWICHES 


Phone 51 
BILLIE & CLIFF GREENLEE 
PROPRIETORS CLYDE - FRANCIS - JIM 
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On October 2, 1934, the name was changed to Community Bank, 
and the location moved ot Stcelville, Missouri, with the, capital 
being increased from $10,000.00 to $15,000.00. 


The first cazhier of the Bank of Leasburg was James N. Smith. 
Luther: A. Evans became, cashier in Octcber, 191006. Mr. Evans 
served the bank in this capacity for a number of years. He was 
followed by E. W. Gravati, who still serves this bank ag cashier. 


OUR TELEPHONE 


“The telephone,” :aid Dr. W. F. Irwin, “is the only thing I ever 
helped bring to Leasburg.”’ He related the following story of the 
first Bell toll station here. The year was prdvably 1904 or 1905. 
“Bell” wanted to put a toll station at Leasburg, from its long dis- 
tance lines nearby on th old Springfield road. It happened that 
the “Bell” representative and Dr. Irwin had a mutual fr-end in 
Belleville, Illinois. Thru this girl, the man contacted Dr. Irwin, 
asking him to get the business men of Leasburg together so they 
could come to an agreement on where to locate the one toll phone. 
In due time the man arrived here by train. Dr. Irwin met him at 
the station and accompanied him to the various stores, introduc- 
ing him to the merchants here. 


It was decided to place the toll phone in the John King and 
Clonts Brothers store. A telephone booth, with a door, was pro- 
vided for privacy, but actually gave little, for the patrons were 
prone to shout over the new fangled contrivance and everyone 
in the store could hear this end of the conversation. 


The telephone was a source of wonder. Peopls found it hard to 
understand how the wires could transmit their voices as they 
did. Mr. Pearl West says that one old grandmother had an. explan- 
ation for this, she declared firmly, “Them wire: are holler.” Sup- 
posedly the. words ran thru this “holler!” 


George T. Walters came to Leasburg about 19108. He applied 
to the County Court for a telephone franchise and on May 3, 1909 
the Court placed the following on record: 


It is ordered by the Court that Geo. T. Walters be and is 
hereby granted the privilege to erect and main.ain a Tele- 
phone line along the public roads of Crawford County. Poles 
to be placed at the edge. of said public roads in such a manner 
as not to interfere in any way with the drainage or improve- 
ment of said roads, and to be of sufficient height to prevent 
wires from interfering with travel along said roads. Said 
telephone linss to be Known as the Leasburg Telephone Ex- 
change. 
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CONGRATULATIONS FROM 


AL WEST MOTOR CO. 


DeSoto - Plymouth 


GMC 
SALES 
Complete Service Facilities 
Wrecker Service 


202 E. Washington Phone TUxedo 5-3311 


COMPLIMENTS OF 
MERAMEC ICE & FUEL 


BOTTLE AND BULK URE-GAS 


Hickory Smoked Hams and Bacon 
and 
Frozen Food Plan Service 


CUBA, MO. TU 5-7415 


| 


Moutray Appliance Hartbauer 


We Service What We Sell Auto Parts 
FRIGIDAIRE APPLIANCE 
SKELGAS GAS APPLIANCE CUBA. MO. 


ZENITH RADIO & T.V. 
SPEED QUEEN WASHERS 
BARKER CHAIN & RIM AUTO PARTS 
SAWS PHONE TU 5-7251 


ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT 
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Mr. Walters set up his switch board in his home. This property 
is now the residence of Mrs. Tom Harmon. The toll phone was tak 
en out of the store and moved to the new Leasburg Telephone Ex- 
change. Mr. Wal.-ers, assisted by Jes: Harmon, began setting poles 
and stringing telsphone wires. The first line was to run to the 
Dr. Irwin farm. From Leasburg to the Dorrill crossing the poles 
were Set inside the railroad right of way. The roadmaster passing 
through Leasburg on a train noted what was going on and threw 
off a note to the section foreman, ‘Have poles removed from 
right of way or chop them down!” The offending poles were spee- 
dily removed. 


That first line turned at the Dorrill crossing, went over io the 
Tom Downes property, thence on to the Dr. Irwin farm. From 
Iwrin’s it went to Koehn’s and ended ai the Wei:zsenborns. 


Mr. Walters worked hard to bring telephone s:rvice to as many 
as he could. He continucd to string wire, setting a pole here, tack- 
ing onio a tree there. He had a number of phones in the Forest 
Hill district. One line went to Indian Creek to the Turnbull 
farm, 15 to 20 miles from Leasburg. This line was known as 26 
line and had 25) telephones on it. 


In November 1917, J. R. Stephens became the owner of the 
Leadsurg Telephone Exchange. U. S. Hamlin who had worked for 
Mr. Walters since 19110, assisted Mr. Stephens in operating his 
new ‘business. Santa bought the Exchange about March 1, 1925. 
Hic maintained 50 miles of line. Telephone rent in those days was 
$2.75 for a period of three months. 

In November 1944, Wayne Record purchased the Leasburg 
Telephone Exchange. It was probably 1946 when Wayne Record 
sold the business to Wm. F. Powell, Howard Haddock and Theo- 
dore Groet:ch, St. Louis employees of the ‘‘Bell.”” Miss Mildred 
Maes bought the Exchange in February 1956. In July of 1958 Miss 
Maes sold the Exchange to the South Missouri Telephone Com- 
pany, the present owners. 


LEASBURG LOOKOUT TOWER 


Construction of the tower was started in 1939 and the tower 
was completed in 1940. The tower is responsible for fire detec- 
tion in Northeast Crawford County which is an area of about 
2:00,0:00 acres in size. 

The tower site is five acres in size and approximately three and 
one half acres of it was planted in shortleaf pine in 1939. 
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Farm Bureau COMPLIMENTS 


: OF 
Insurance Services 


AUTO, CROP, LIFE, HAI | 
pall: Valley Park 
FARM LIABILITY 


FIRE AND WIND Bottling Co. 
SPONSORS OF 

BLUE CROSS 

HOSPITALIZATION | Bottlers of Virginia Dare 


: & BLUE SHIELD 
Steelville 


Flavors — Korker 


M. R. CAPE, Aqency and 
Manaqer 
Cuba, GEORGE FOSTER, i.B.C. Root Beer 


Special Agent 
Sullivan, Mo. 


Compliments 


1.G.A. SUPER MARKETS 


Cuba - Steelville - Sullivan 
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Burl R. Stone was hired as the fir:t towerman before the tower 
was actually constructed in 1939. Burl served as towerman until 
1944 when he served in the U. S. Army until 1945. During his ab- 
sence Doc. Laitimore and a young man whose name is Cain served 
as towerman. Burl wa: again assigned to Leasburg upon comple- 
tion of his military service in 1945. 

In May of 19157 Burl was transferred to Sullivan and Paul W. 
Harlan was transferred from Fort Wood Tower to Leadcurg. Har- 
lan is the present towerman. 

The Missouri Conservation Commi:sion has 89 lookout ‘!owers 
in State and the U. S. Forest Service operates 52 towers in the 
Statce’s National Forest. 


FIRE TOWER, LEASBURG, MO.-Photo: Mo. Conservation Com. 


THE LEASBURG FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Our fire department was organized January 215, 1957. This was 
soon after Leasburg had grimly witnessed two destructive fires. 
It was obvious to us all that no fire truck from a neighboring 
town could come to our aid in time to save a_ building alrcady 
in flames. 

The last fire was still a small one when Lea:burg neighbors 
arrived on the scene. Everyone, including the home cwners, be- 
lieved the dwelling could be saved. The buck<st brigade, hampered 
by the lack of water, failed to handle the fire and the place was 
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Ger eneas Wedge Tavern | 
Davis Shoe Store Micheiob 
“C” DAVIS FOR SHOES Soh 
206 Phone Draught 
W. Main HO 8-6514 
Sullivan, Mo. Sullivan, Mo. 
Shop & Save COMPLIMENTS 
AT Pepsi-Cola 
CARP’S Bottling Co. 
Dept. Store FLAT RIVER, MO. 


H. H. Peterson, Owner 
Sullivan, Mo. 


COMPLIMENTS Figone’s 
OF R.C.A. T.V. & RADIO 
and R.C.A. WHIRLPOOL 
APPLIANCES 


Ben Franklin Store | SALES and SERVICE 


27 NORTH CLARK 
Sullivan, Mo. 


Sullivan, Mo. Phone HO 8-4336 
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end of their chain was fastened to a School hou:ze log. One good 
tug, by the ox team, and the log was down. When morning came 
school house logs were all over the little town of Leasburg. 

On July 3, 1983, John West, Thos. N. Reeves and Patrick (Fitz- 
gerald, directors of our school district, ob:ained ground from Ruth 
Lea for “the uses and purpos<s cf a school building and grounds.” 
The ground was to revirt back to Ruth Lea when it was no long- 
er needed for the szhool. It was here that the directors erscted 
the much coveted ‘“‘box’’ school house. Ths school house faced 
south. The property where it stood is now owned icy Robert Bur- 
ton. Mrs. Amy Lewis, Bill Land, Bill Lea, Tom Fitzgerald and 
Pearl West attended school there. 

On June 30, 1888, W. J. Land, J. C. West and Patrick Fitz- 
gerald, directors of Leasburg School District bought lots 1 and 2 
from the Frisco for the sum of $5.00. (Here, they had a new school 
house erected. It was built of clear yellow pine, free of knots, 
purchased at 50c a hundred ft. from the Casey SawMill of Scotia. 
On June 112, 1905, J. R. Ives, J. P. Eaton and J. L. Fulton, School 
Directors sold this property to Grace M. Waller, wife of J. W. 
Waller for the sum of $300.00. This former school hou_e is now 
the home of Miss Elsie Ray 


EARLY SCHOOL HOUSE AND STUDENTS, LEASBURG, MO. 


On Oct. 6, 1904, J. M. Delaney, John Ives and William Crabtr<e, 
directors of this school district paid John C. West and Jennie 
We:t, his wife, $100.00 for a plot of ground 180 feet wide by 240 
feet long, this ground to be used for school purposes. A two story 
brick school house was built on the site. Locally made brick were 
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ALWAYS A BIG LIST 
Co., Inc. 
SUTTER 


Acme Chevrolet AE EARRING 


Real Estate 


SALES SERVICE 
24 Hour Wrecker Service 


TU 5-7451 
W. T. Ray _—_— Paul Withers CUBA, MO. 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


Bourbon “Rexall Drug” Bourbon, Mo. 


PHONE 72 


Cuba “Rexall Drug’ Cuba, Mo. 


| PHONE TU 5-7212 
Prescription Pharmacists 


Hardwareand = Joseph A. Perque 
Real Estate 


Graybar Electric 
Pig dt mS Mig See the New Friendship 
More Years To Go Lantern at Crawford 
JA Dorf Electric Co-op. Headquarters 


Bldq. at Bourbon, Mo. 
TU 5-3831 Cuba, Mo. | 714.N. Mill Festus, Mo. 
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used in its construction. There were two clas: rooms down stairs 
and an auditorium upstairs. 

John Smiley taught in Leasburg about that time and his son 
Lee writes: My father showed me a warty old stove that had been 
thrown out iochind the school house. He explained that the ‘‘big 
iboys”’ would go out to the school at night and bore holes in the 
sticks of wood that were used for heating the schcol rooms. In 
these holes they would put ammunition from shotgun shells to 
2i2’s, plug up the holes with mud and leave the exicitement for 
later! 

The years went by and some felt that we should have our old 
building remodeled and new class rooms added. On Sept:mber 5, 


-19386 Leasburg was asked to vote a bond: issue of $5600.00 for this 


purpose. The bond issue wa: defeated by a vote of 911-49. 

Three years later we went to the polls again. This time for a 
bond issue of $4000.00. On May 22, 19399 the measure carried by 
a vote of 121-19. The second story, that some had considered un- 
safe, was torn off the brick school house and the first floor was 
converted to an auditorium. A basement, four class rooms and a 
hall were added to the original structure. 


SCHOOL BUILDNG AND STUDENT BODY, LEASBURG, MO. 

Ten years later Leasburg Joined Bourbon R-I in reorganization. 
Several attempts were made to vote a bond issue, but it was not 
until Feb. 4, 1958 that the voters of the reorganized district ap- 
proved a school bond issue of $2:06,000 payable in 20 years by a 
vote of 568 for and 187 against. 

Since this bond issue was approved the school board has com- 
pletely renovated the Leasburg school building, inside and out. 
They have installed a new gas heating system, new lighting sys- 
tem and are preparing to run a water main from the town well to 
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- EARLS CHEVROLET 
_ "The Bargain Spot of the Ozarks” 


Steelville, Mo. 
SPruce 5-4125 


JONAS REXALL 
DRUGS 


Steelville, Mo. 


WiLKIE LIVESTOCK REMEDIES AND BIOLOGICALS ~ 
PRESCRIPTIONS FILLED ACCURATELY 
FOUNTAIN SERVICE 
BORDENS ICE CREAM 


Compliments 


South Missouri Telephone Co. 


Steelville, Mo. 
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the school. The old brick walls of the auditorium were faced with 
rock to match the newer part of the building. New window sash- 
es were installed and painted, the floors were refinished and the 
kitchen modernized. 


GIRLS SOFTBALL TEAM—Ethel Mullen, Ethel West, Paul Car- 
vin, Edna Land, Gladys Christopher, Pearl West, Agnes Christ- 
Berdic Oddorn, Grace West, Mellye Hale. 


THE JOB HIGH SCHOOL OF LEASBURG 
A 2 year Job High School was maintained by the Leasburg 
School District from 1925-216 to 1942-43. It had an average at- 
tendance of 20 pupils. 


It is my understanding that Job High Schocls were named for 
the man who sponsored the passage of the legislation that made 
them possible. Only rural districts could have a Job High School. 
In order to be eligible for a Job High School the district had to 
run a 65c levy and have at least 15 pupils enrolled in high school. 
The State would furnish the remainder of the money necessary 


to pay a High School teacher up to $165.00 per month for a nine 
month term. 


Lloyd Breuer was the first teacher employed to teach in our 
high school. The first commencement exercises were held April 
15, 19216. The first graduates were: Alvin Land’, Joe Land, Sher- 
man Land, Wendell Evans, James Knight and Katherine Schroe- 
der. 
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Jim’s Service. Station 
Shell Products 


BOURBON SULLIVAN 
MO. MO. 


Chevrolet 
Feese - George 
OLDSMOBILE — BUICK 
PHONE HO 8-6070 SULLIVAN, MO. 


COMPLIMENTS OF 
COMPLIMENTS OF 


Kimberlin Oil Pruett Electric 
Company Service 


Sullivan, Mo. 
Bourbon, Mo. 
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FORMER TEACHERS OF THE LEASBURG SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Compiled by Sam C. Bayles:, County Superintendent of Schools 
1907 - 1908 H. L. Moutray 

1908 - 1909 Walter Dowing 

1909 - 1910 Harvey Mouiray - Josie Bacon 

19110 - 1911 W. P. Summers and Carrie Roberts. 

19111 - 1912 C. B. Pounds and Carrie Roberts 

19/12 - 1913 O. J. Stewart and Josie Bacon 

1913 - 1914 O. E. Burke and Josie Bacon 

1914 - 1915 O. E. Burke and Susie Flemming 

1915 - 1916 Joe Doms and Mrs. Doms 

1916 - 1917 O. E. Burke and Helen Jeffries 

1917 - 1918 O. E. Burke and Mrs. Bessie Dorrill 

1918 - 1919 J. H. Brand and Bessie Dorrill 

1919 - 1920 W. P. Summers and Adah Blair 

1920 - 1921 Mary Hyfsha and Mrs. T. S. Elliston 


_ 1921 - 19122; Clarence Leezy and Mrs. T. S. Elliston 


1:912:2| - 19213: Clarence Leezy and Mrs. T. S. Elliston 

1923 - 1924 E. W. Gravatt and Adah Blair 

19124 - 1925 E. W. Gravatt and Emma Kruse 

1925 - 1926 Lloyd Breuer, E. W. Gravait and Emma Kruse 

1926 - 191217 Irvin Coyle, Mrs. I. Coyle and Orpha Perrigue 

1927 - 1928 I. F. Coyle, Mrs. I. F. Coyle and Ralph Palmer 

1928 - 1929 I. F. Coyle, Mrs. I. F. Coyle and Ralph Palmer 

1929 - 1930 T. H. Leaver, Marie Leaver and Hestcr Carpenter 

19380 - 19381 J. L. Land and Melva Coffman 

1931 - 1932 A. M. Naugle, Melva Coffman and Jos. Land - April, 
J.H. Brand 

1932 - 1933 A. M. Naugle, Clara Mason and E. Spurgeon 

1933: - 1934 L. L. Steen, R. Palmer and E. Spurgeon 

1934 - 1935 L. L. Steen, R. Palmer, Hazel Mais, Ethel Spurgeon 

1935 - 1936 Lawrence Grace, Hazel Mais and E. Spurgeon 

1986 - 1937 Ethel Spurgeon Plemmons, Irene Sumner, R. Palmer 
and Lawrence Grace 

1937 - 1938 Lawrence Grace, Irene Sumner, R. Palmer, Mrs. Irene 
Brand, Ethel Plemmons in Feb. and Mar. 

1938 - 1939 Lawrence Grace, Irene Sumner and Ralph Palmer 

1939 - 1940 Belle Harmon, Estoria Lee Crow, W. C. Harris and 
Fred Rohrer 

1940 - 1941 Belle Harmon, W. C. Harris, Fred Rohrer and Estora 
Lee Crow 

1941 - 1942 Augusta Brown, Fred Rohrer, Viola Baldwin, Zelma 

Rohrer, and W. C. Harris 

1942 - 1943 Laurah McBrayer 1 mo., Carrie Roberts, Mary Anne 

Davidson. Anna Caroline West took Roberts’ 
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Sunday and midweck service. Cross Roads Church is affiliated 
with Meramec Baptist Association of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention. Pa:tors of Cross Roads Baptist Church since 1926 are 
as follows; Rev. O. P. Moutray 19277 and 1928, Rev. J. J. Ivie 1929 
and 19310, Rev. J. F. Brand 1931 and 1982, Rev. J. L. Hamlin 1983, 
Rev. C. C. Barton 1934, Rev. J. F. Brand 1935\:and 1936, Rev. R. 
H. Williams 1937, Rev. W. J. Mason 1988, Rev. Arthur Mathews 
1939 and 1940, Rev. Evert Pinnell Feb. 2 to Aug. 2, 1941, Rev. 
Lloyd Scotti Sept. 6, 1941 to Aug. 1943, Rev. Milton Hodgie Sept. 
1943) to Sept. 3, 1945, Rev. Fred Ditch Sept. 1945) to Feb. 1946, 
Rev. Melvin Herwick Feb. 1946 to June 1946, Rev. T. W. Parmely 
Aug. 20, 1946 to Aug. 1948, Rev. Fred Branson Feb. 1949 to Aug. 
1949, Rev. Goley Kibbons Nov. 6, 1949 to Sept. 1953, Rev. Delmar 
Hutson Nov. 7, 1953 to the presenti date, May 1959. 

References: Forest Hill by John McCormick 

Cross Roads Baptist Church by R¢ev. J. R. Hamlin loaned by 
his granddaughter, Mrs. Essie Alexander 


FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF LEASBURG 


The First Baptist Church of Leasburg, Mo., was organized by 
Rev. J. R. Hamlin on Sept. 210, 19210 with thirteen char:er mem- 
bers, namely Rev. J. R. Hamlin, Rev. J. W. King and wife, Ed 
Cresswell and wife, R. E. Lewis and wife, Mrs. Joann Stephens, 
Mrs. J. K. Lewis, Mrs. Addie Pinnell, Mrs. Val Gregory, Mrs. An- 
nie West and Mrs. Ella Knight. At the time of this writing, Feb. 
1959, there is one charter member remaining, Mrs. Annie Wesi. 

Mrs. Ella Knight was elected church clerk at the time of or- 
ganization and held the office until the time of her death Sept. 3, 
1951. She was an excellent reporter of the business of the church 
and at the time of her death in spite of the seriousness of her 
illness for so many months she had her record book up to date 
except for the last business meeting she had atiended. . 

The church at first was known as the J. R. Hamlin Baptist 
Church. In March of 1921 it was decided the church should be 
known as the First Baptist Church of Leasburg. It is usually 're- 
ferred to as Leasburg Baptist Church since there is no other Bap- 
tist Church in the town. 

Rev. J. R. Hamlin was pastor one year then Rev. M. M. Hamlin 
served as pastor from 1921 to 1929. Rev. Ed Reed was then called 
in Nov. 1929 and served until 1931. Rev. Roy Knight was called 
in Nov. 1931 and was pastor until Jan. 1938 at which time Rev. 
Bill McTeer was called and was pastor until July 1940. Up to 
this time there had only been church services once a month 
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then twice a month. During Rev. McTeer’s time as pastor he 
mov<d on the field as full time pastor and the church has been 
blessed since with a full time pastor. After Rev. McTeer resign- 
ed as pastor, Rev. H. G. Richardson was pastor from Sept. 1940 
to Dec. 1941. In 1941 the parsonage was purchas<d by the church. 

Rev. Alfred Busby was pastor from April 1942 to March 1944. 
Rev. H. G. Richardson from April 1944 to June 1945. Rev. F. D. 
Cook from Aug. 1945) to May 1948 at which time he resigned but 
preached at the church 60 days longer. Rev. Alfred Bu:by was 
called again Oct. 1948 and stayed until May 1952. Rev. Pat Giles 
was Called to the church in Aug. 1952 and was pastor of the 
church until April 1953, the only pastor who did not move on the 
field after the church parsonage was purchased. Rev. Gene Eid- 
son was called in June 1953 and was pastor unt:1 June 1955. Rev. 
Dale Burney was called Oct. 1955 and stayed until Nov. 1958. 

Rev. Fair Pinnell was ordained as a minister in April 1949 and 
is the only man ordained to the ministry in the church. Rev. Roy 
Knight was ordained by request of the church but the ordination 
service was held at Cave Springs Church. 

Since the above was written Rev. Norman Mahon was called 
to pastor the church and is now serving in that capacity. 


MOUNT OLIVE BAPTIST CHURCH 


The founding of Mount Olive Baptist Church was very much 
like that of any other Baptist Church. A group of men and women 
~ @ovenanted together to carry on worship service, spread the gos- 
pel of Christ and propound the doctrine of their faith. Its found- 
ing was, however, in some respects unique. It came into being 
as a result of what doubtless was the greatest spiritual awakening 
and revival effort ever experienced in this part of the state. 

This revival has been generally referred to as the Great Camp 
Meeting. In scope of time and area it probably has no equal. It 
was held in the summer and fall of 1875 on Lick Creek in what 
now is Sam Orr’s field (timber at that time) a few hundred feet 
north east of the present Mt. Olive Church near the Walton 
Spring. 

The meeting extended over a pericd of months. Par‘icipants 
came for miles away, set up tents and stayed for the duration of 
the meeting. The community was drawn rather heavily upon for 
food. Fruit, vegetables, eggs, butter, milk and meats were used 
in considerable quantities. A whole beef would last only a short 
time. One small boy became so apprehensive of danger to his pet 
calf that he hid it. Some shops were set up for the convenience 
of the people. 
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It seems a bit strange that the nam: Lick Creek was not given 
to the church as the community was so named becauSe of the nu- 
merous spots where deer and probably buffalo had literally pawed 
and licked holes out of the hill sides in qucst of sali and mincrals 
which they craved. 


Since the church house is located in a hollow it would seem 
that M.. Olive is a misnomer but the first place of worship was 
up on the hill by the cemetery in the old log school house. This 
»id School house burned in 1880. A frame building was crected 
in about 1885 on property deed:d .o the church by Forklin Pounds 
and wifs where the present church house stands. This building 
was destroyed by fire in 1928. In the late 30’s a concrete block 
building was erected on the sam<¢ spot. The community engaged 
in union services in the old Methodist building, which is still 


_ standing on, the hill by the cemetery, during the 30/s. 


It seems that during the early days of the community the people 
were mostly Methodists but out of this great revival many em- 
braced the Baptist faith and organiz<d the Mi. Olive Church. It 
is not now definitely known who were the Charter members. On- 
ly a few can be positively named. Wm. Kitchen had come from 
England in the early 60’s. He was a Methodist but later became a 
Baptist preacher. Incidently 80 y<ars later and the Sth genera- 
tion of Kitchens, three children are members of the Mt. Olive 
Sunday School. Th<y are Sherry, 2: year old daughter of Floyd 
and Wilma Kiichen; Karl age 5, and’ Kathy Kitchen three, chil- 
dren of Clark Kitchen and -grandchildren of Sam and Elfleda 
Kitchen. Some of the o.hér early members were, Mr. and Mrs. 
Forklin Pounds, Molly Purvine, Martha Page, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. 
Walls, John Dodd, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Grady, Mr. and Mrs. Van 
Grady, Avery Baucom and a Mrs. Dodd. 


Early rscords of the church are not available. Presumably they 
were destroyed in the fire. The nam<s of many of the early 
pastors have slipped the memory of the oldest living residents of 
the community. Perhaps the best known were Wm. Kitchen and 
John Dodd. Kitchen, a man of limited education, rather small of 
stalure, was a giftcd speaker. Dodd, a typical mountaineer stand- 
ing considerable over six feet. A man who feared the Lord only. 
A man whose physical strength had never been measured was a 
power in the pulpit. The story ‘s told that on one oczasion he was 
obliged to walk down from the pulpit to ‘a:tend” to a group of 
rowdies. He didn’t have time to take them out one at a time. He 
grabbed them up by the handsful, took them ‘o the dcor, and 
tossed them out. He invited them back when th«y could Isehave. 
There was no more dis.urbance. 
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The memory of the writer goes back only to the summer of 
1908 when Wm. J. Todd was pastor. At that t:me he was the 
mos: outstanding leader in the Baptist work. He served the church 
longer as pastor than any oth<r within the recollection of the 
present inhabitants of ‘he community. He lived in Steelville. He 
would walk over from Ste:lv lle Saturday morning, preach Sat- 
urday evening and Sunday morning and evening and back home 
Monday morning. He was paid as much as $2.00 sometimes. Times 
have chang-d. Most of the present membership are tithers. 
Church budget is now nearly three thousand annually. Active 
membersh'p is about fifty. Ralph Kitchen is the present pastor. 


ANNALS & HISTORY OF SACRED HEART MISSION 
Leasburg, Mo 


Present building was completed and consecrated in 1883. Pres- 
ent bell consecrated in 1904. 

Prior to its compl<tion, Mass was said in private homes of 
Fitzgeralds, O’Briens, Wallaces and Dennis Mullen, by the pastor 
residing at Cuba. 

Before the advent of the model T Ford, Mass was said in Leas- 
burg on the fourth Sunday of each month. 

During the year of 1916, an assistant pastor was assigned to the 
pastor at Cuba and Mass was said on the second and four-h Sun- 
days, thereafter (in Leasburg). 

In 1933, Bourbon was des gnated a parish and Leasburg includ- 
ed as a mission station. Father Melizan was the firs: pastor there. 
Since then, Mass has been celebrated every Sunday and holyday 
of obligation in the Leasburg church. 

First burial in Sacred Heart Ceme‘erey at Leasburg was in 
1867. (Mrs. Riley) 


NOTES 


Cuba church cons<¢crated 1869 
mission stations attached to Cuba parish — 


Salem consecrated 1870 
Sullivan 1891 
St. Clair 1867 
Leasburg 1883 
St. James 1869 
Japan 1879 
Bourbon 1916 


Rosati 1906 
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LUTHERAN MISSION IN LEASBURG 

For nearly 4 years a Lutheran miss'on was in existene in 
Leasburg and enjoyed the enthusiastic support of its membirs. 
Services began to be held in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Loring 
Mueller in April of 1946 which were conducied by Rev. H. H. 
Schaefer, pastor of Concordia Lutheran in Bourbon. Mrs. Muel- 
ler served as pianist for most of the services during the four 
years. 

When the attendance outgrew the facilities in the home ser- 
vices were held in the school auditorium. It was here on a Sunday 
night of April 13th, 1947 that the mission was formally organized 
into a congregation by the name of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
of Leasburg, Mo., and a constitu:ion, suitable to the m mbers, 
was also adopted. 

At that time the charter enrollment listed 28 adult communi- 
cant members and 10 children. Regular Worship and Sunday 
School was held on two Sunday nights of the month. The mem- 
bership included such prominent family-names as Hahn, Mueller, 
Sicgmund, Ponte, Stokes, Wissmann, Downes, Brueggcler, Metz- 
ger, Reiner, Moyer, Hartmann, Cole, Gott and others. The firs: 
Baptism after the church’s formation was Miss Betty Hahn in 
May of 1947. One of the larg:r donations to che mission was a 
gift of 30 hymnals of the latest issue presented by Mr. and Mrs. 
John Reiner now living in Scobey, Montana. 

The first officers were L. H. Mueller, president, H. Siegmund, 
R. Ponte, L. Wissmann, elders, and H. Stokes, secre ary and treas- 
urer. There was considerable discussion at one time about buying 
a property for for a permanent church-home. 

Worship services were also h<ld in the Methodist church across 
the street from the school. The miss'on was well attended by 
members and visitors and gave promise of growth for the fu- 
ture. However, due to the increasing pressure of duties in his oth- 
er two churches in Bourbon and Si. Matthew at Elmont, the pas- 
tor found it difficult to continue to serve the mission and services 
were discontinued in 1950. The members then voted to disband 
for the time b<ing and affiliate with Concordia as a group. 


THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH 
During the early years in Leasburg people of the various faiths 
held church services in their homes, in the school house and even 
in the Leasburg railroad station. It was in th< school house, in the 
year 1887 that Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Russell and Mr. and Mrs. Jim 
Walls met with Rev. L. L. Pinnell and organized the Leasburg 
Methodis: Episcopal Church, South. 
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As the population of the community incr-ased it became ob- 
vious that a central place to worship was needed for those of -he 
Protestant d<:nomination. I: was decided to build a Union church, 
one in which any Protestant denom‘nation could hold their indi- 
vidual services. 

Apparen:ly the Methodists took the lead in this project for on 
July 26, 1888 T. N. Reeves, Wm. M. Walls, J. E. Walls, J. H. 
Woods and W.S. Blair, trustees of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, of L<asburg, purchasicd lots 7, 8, 9' and 10 in block 
3 in the town of Leasburg from the St. Louis and San Francisco 
Railway Co. The people of the community fell to work with a will 
and a neat church building scon graced the chos<n site. 

The church s‘ood just across the road from the Frisco Railroad 
tracks on what now is the John and Edna Cullen corner. A short 
distance away weré the Fr:sco stock pens, located along the rail- 
road right of way. Live stock was frequently brought to these 
pens On Sunday for early morning shipment on Monday. The 
bawling of th: cattle and the whistle of the trains disrupted 
church services so frequenily thait is was decided to move the 
church building to a quiet<r location. Ground, for this purpose, 
fronting on the old Scotia Road, and lying two blocks south of 
the railroad, was purchased from John C. West in 1905. 

John Waller and John Ives were assigned the task of moving 
the church building. One of the first steps necessary was to ob- 
tain permission from the Frisco Railroad to move the church 
building across the railroad tracks. The Frisco was skeptical but 
finally granted the neccssary permission. 

The men mounted the church building on skids. By means of 
a stump puller, powered by two horses pulling a sweep, which in 
turn wound the heavy rop< around a large drum, the building 
was inched along. It tcok an hour to get the building across the 
track bu: the task was accomplished without any inconvenience 
to the Frisco. 

On Jan. 12, 1906, T. N. Re:ves, James H. Woods, Geo. W. Blair, 
John T. Martin and William H. Crabtree, TruStces of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, South, of Leasburg, sold the original site 
of the church to Horace S. Waller. 

The new ste of the church gave th: congregation the peace 
and quiet it had been seeking. The new site may have been too 
far from a central loca‘ion. Whatever the reason, thru the years 
the attendance gradually dropped off and on June 4, 1957 the 
building was sold and th¢n razed. 

Ministers serving during the life of the church were: Rev. L. L. 
Pinnell, Rev. M. A. Clayton, Rev. L. W. Pick:ns, A. H. Russell, 
A. R. Williams, Andrew T. Bennett, E. A. Hogan, J. F. Stude- 
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braker, L. B. McCaslin, J. L. Proffitt, W. L. Halverstadt, D. R. 
Davis, A. S. Coker, S. M. Roberts, A. C. Gayle, F. D. St'ckney, 
C. L. Phifer, M. M. Blaese, J. G. Crag, M. F. Clayton, C. R. Baker, 
Joseph W. Borden, W. K. Harper, Earl Clayton, Julian Tussey, H. 
L. Taylor, J. L. Collins, W. A. Edmundson, W. K. Harper, J. W. 
Allen, W. M. Blood, Rev. Horner, A. B. Pope, Rev. S. W. Bruner. 

The old church, that had become strictly a Methodist church 
under C. L. Phifer, (1915-1916), reverted to its original status of 
a Union Church in its laiter years for Rev. George Brunner, Pres- 
byterian of Cuba, and Rev. H. H. Schaefer, Lutheran of Bourbon 
held services there. 


BOY SCOUTS 


The Boy Scout movement cannot be said to have originated 
with any one man or Set of men. It was natural outgrowth of the 
work of such youth lead¢rs as Daniel Beard and Earnest Thomp- 


son Seaion of the United States and General Baden-Powell of 
England. 


The name Scout was a happy choice for this organization. That 
word Scout arrested the attention and fired the imagination. The 
names of the great Scouts, such names as Daniel Boone, Kit Car- 
son and Buffalo Bill were household words in Amerca, and back 
in 1910 Buffalo Bill, William Cody, was s:ill among the living. 

The great purpose of the Scout movement is charact<r build- 
ing and citizenship training. There is a world Scout membership 
of over 3,000,000. There are Boy Scouts in more than 70 lands, 
praciically all over the world, except behind the Iron Curtain. 
There are approximately 2,000,000 Boy Scouts here in America. 
This organization was incorporated in 19/10 and chartered by Con- 
gress in 1916. 

The first Boy Scout Troop io be organized in Leasburg was 
Troop 477, organized in December, 1942. The first Scoutmas‘er 
was Burl Stone. The frst committeemen were: W. C. Harris, 
Chairman, Ollie Knight and Kurt Koehn, Jr. 

Names of the boys on the firs: charter were: John Delaney, 
Harry Downes, Thomas Farrar, Lawrence Fitzgerald,, Lawrence 
Kitchen, Charles Knight, Haley Land, Peter Lou Land, Nelson 
Land, Curtis Pinnell, Franklin Remmert, Billie West, James 
Wood and Robert Wood. 

Scou‘masters and dates of service were as follows: 

Burl Stone — 1942-1944, 1946, 1951 

John Slaton — 1945 
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George Jarvis — 1947 

J. Cordell Byrd — 1949-1950, 1952-1955 

Lester Wissman — 1956 

Lyman G, Riley — 1957 

Darrell Harmon — 1958-1959 

J. Cordell Byrd is the present Scoutmaster 

A Cub Pack, boys 8 to 10 years old, was organized here in 1950. 
An Explorer’s Post, boys from 14 to 18 years old, was organized 
here in 1957. The Explorers sclect and run their own program. 
Instead of a Scoutmaster they have an adult advisor. Lyman Ril- 
ey is the adult advisor of the Leasburg Post. Pr<:sent Explorers 
. are: C. C. Fife, Jr., Leroy Harmon, Wayne King, S.eve Vaughn, 
Billy Wallis, Jimmy Willis and Gene Wissmann. 


GIRL SCOUTS 

Mrs. Julictte Low of Savannah, Georgia formed the first Girl 
Scout troop in the United States in 1912. The Girl Scou:s was or- 
ganized to give the girl similar training to that off:red her broth- 
er by the Boy Scouts. 

On Jan. 30, 1984 a charter was applied for, for a Girl Scout 
Troop at Leasburg. Troop I was organzied soon afterwards. It was 
sponsored by Mrs. Ruth Gravatt, Mrs. Ella Knight and Mrs. Lucy 
Walton. Mrs. Mary Catherine Bradford was chosen as the first 
Captain. Mrs. Caroline Whitcomb was the first Lieutenant. 

Mrs. Glenn Evans became Capiain and Mrs. Marie McWilliams, 
lieutenant in 1935: and served until 1938. Mrs. Elmer Wood be- 
came Captain in 1938 and served until 19319. There has besn no 
Girl Scout activity at Leasburg since 1939. 

Charter members of Troop I were Doro.hy Marie Callon, Grace 
Lucille Callon, Virginia Ruth Callon, Agnes Katherine Culver, 
Mary Ann Davidson, Margaret Catherine Eaton, Naomi Kordine 
Gravatt, Ethel Juanita Hamlin, Lavona Fern Knighi, Alice Norma 
McCoy, Geneva Louise Walls, and Anna Caroline West. 


THE AMERICAN LEGION 
COPLING SPRENG POST 456 
Leasburg, Mo. 

The American Legion Post organized in Leasburg, Missouri has 
had great influence on civic activity and community spirl: and 
cooperation. The citizens of our community recognize the Ameri- 
can Legion as the great symbol of what our soldiers fought for in 
two great wars and the necessity for that unity and ‘cooperation 
that is so essential to maintain our nation as a great democracy. 
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Post organized in 1946 with 17 charter members; 


William H. Brewer Maurice E. Bryan 
Raymond W. Remmert Clement C. Fife 
Paul E. Bryan James C. Byrd 
Alfred A. Fife Benjamin F. Lollar 
Louis D. Fulton John R. Woods 
David D. Daniels Phillip J. Brand 
Burl R. Stone Robert T. Copling 
Alvin R. Bryan George W. Hartman 
Bert Ray 


William H. Brewer was first Post Commander. 

In 1947 the Post formed a Veterans Building Association for 
the purpose of obtaining a Legion hall and picnic grounds. A 
Post home was purchased that year and the debt of such purchase 
was reduced by sponsoring card parties, plays, turkey shoots, etc. 
to raise the necessary funds. 

Ai present there is a membership of 42. 

Sponsors Boy Scout Troop 477 and Leasburg Teen Town Club. 

Post members place flags on the graves of all known veterans 
in the cemeteries of our area every Memorial Day. 

The Ladies Auxiliary unit has been of very great assistance to 
the Post down through the years. 


HISTORY OF LADIES AUXILIARY OF AMERICAN LEGION 
POST 456 
Leasburg, Mo. 

The Ladies Auxiliary of American Legion Post 456 was organ- 
ized May 7, 1946 with the following members present; Maude 
Brewer, Loraine Bryan, Eileen Bryan, Mary Brand, J<sse Delan- 
ey, Ruth Lollar, Pauline Stons, Nellie Walls, Edna Remmert, The- 
resa Hayden, Anne Garrison, Betty Fife and Martha Har.man as 
charter members. 

Our 1946 minutes having ‘been lost, we recollect only one ac- 
tivity of that year which our unit sponsored, which was a picnic 
to raise funds with which to buy our colors. 

Eileen Bryan was our first president, but owing to her many 
duties at Onondaga Cave, she resigned after serving in that office 
for three months. Mary Brand was then elected president to fill 
unexpired term. 

The unit colors were purchased July 19, 1947. 

At our Aug. 19, 1947 meeting, it was voted to serve dinner to any 
bereaved family of our community where a death had occurred in 
the home and this has bsen our community service project since 
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that time. During past thirteen years we have served over one 
hundred funeral dinners. 

Death has claimed two of our members, Sarah E. Fife in March 
1948 and Jesse L. Delaney in September 1951. 

We have had many new members added to our unit and pres- 
ent membership is 34. 

We aided the Legion Post to pay the indebtedness on our hall. 

Sale of poppics for disabled veterans on Memorial Day is an- 
nually observed. 

To care for our financial obligations, many social activitics 
were sponsored, such as Tom Brenneman Breakfasts, picnics, 
bake sales, Breakfast in Hollywood, chili and spaghetti suppers, 
rummage sales, ice cream socials, and card parties. 

Donations are made annually to Red Cross, Tuberculosis Soci- 
ety, Boys Town of Missouri, Cancer Fund, Boy Scouis, Veterans 
Rehabilitation. Poppy sprays are made by Auxil ary members 
and placed at entrance of four cemeteries in our community. 

Memorial wreaths are placed on the graves of dec:ased mem- 
bers each Memorial Day. 

District Mortuary Chairman, Gladys Ponte placed a wreath at 
the foot of the marker in Oak Grove Roadside Park located on 
Highway 66 a few miles west of Leasburg. 

At the present time, seven of our charter members are active 
in Our unit. 


CATHOLIC LADIES SOCIETY 

The Catholic Ladics Society of Sacred Heart Church, Leasburg, 
Mo., was organized April 216, 1951 at the Catholic Church. The 
Seven ladies present at that first meeting were mesdames: Ruth 
Carson, Agnes Culver, Jessie Delaney, Margaret Feuerbacher, El- 
sie Fitzgerald, Mary MeSsmer, and Barbara Perschbacher. The 
following officers were elected, Mrs. Elsie Fitzgerald, President 
and Mrs. Jessie Delaney, Secretary-Treasurer. The Society dues 
was set at 25c a month. The purpose of the organization was to 
clean the church and to assist with neccssary expenditures, such 
as the yearly eleciric bill and fuel. Fourteen ladies are now mem- 
bers of this organization. 


THE LEASBURG GARDEN CLUB 
In response to an invitation extend<d a few days earlier by 
Mrs. Helen Land, sixteen Leasburg ladies met togcthzr the after- 
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noon of April 19, 1949 at the Amercian Legion Hall and organ- 
ized the Leasburg Garden Club. They were assisted by Mrs. M. 
P. Murphy, then Mid-central Regional Director of the Federated, 
Gard<n Club of Missouri and Mrs. George Marr of Cuba. Mrs. 
H<len Land presided at this first meeting. 

The following ladies were elected to serve as officers: Presi- 
deni, Mrs. Hicrman Kitchen; First Vice-President, Mrs. Robert 
Metzg:r. Second Vice-president, Mrs. Den Mullen; Secretary, Mrs. 
Loring Muellcr and Treasurer, Mrs. Helen Land. The other char- 
ter members were: Mrs. Harry Becker, Mrs. Al Bruning, Mrs. 
Chas. Chapman, Mrs. Fletcher Christopher, Mrs. Robert Culver, 
Mrs. Tom Fitzgerald, Mrs. Harry Flachmeier, Mrs. Irv. Giva, 
Mrs. Paul Millsap, Mrs. Earl Thomas, Mrs. John Waller, Mrs. Ed 
Wallis, Mrs. Dick West and Mrs. Ed Wrg‘ht. (Three ladies, unable 
to be present at this first metting sent in dues with the request 
for membership.) 

The Leasburg Gard<¢n Club was disbanded early in 1958. It was 
re-organized Nov. 211, 1958. Mrs. Helen Land presided at th’s 
meeting. The present officers of this club are: President, Mrs. 
Hugh McWilliams; Vic<-president, Mrs. Harry Flachmeier; Sec- 
retary, Mrs. Ellioti Tewksbury; Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. 
Hugh Thomas; Treasurer, Mrs. Clarence Willis; Historian, Mrs. 
Helcn Land. Other members are: Mrs. Charles Chapman, Mrs. 
Jimmy Christopher, Mrs. Cliff Cole, Mrs. Irv. Goza, Mrs. Minnie 
Haynes and Mrs. L. J. Mueller. 

Our workers have not becn too many but we are jusily proud 
of the past accomplishments of our club. We obtained a dumping 
ground for the community and marked it well w:th an attractive 
sign; We enjoyed pilgrimages to the Cottam Iris Gardens near St. 
Clair and to Shaws Garden near Gray Summit; We h<ld flower 
shows and annual clean up drives, awarding prize money for thye 
best posters made by the school children, ending the <vent by giv- 
ing each of them a treat of ice cream. We also held an annual ice 
ercam social. Jus; recently we sponsored the showing of a con- 
servation film to the school children. Perhaps our proudest ac- 
complishment was the establishment of Oakgrove Roadsid: Park 
on 66 a shor; d’stance west of the Leasburg Spur. We sponsord 
the installation of a Blue Star Marker there. It is the first and 
only such marker in this district, the Mid-central District. Six 
hundred pcrgons at:ended the dedication ceremonies of our park. 
Current plans for future road development will make it necessary 
“9 mov: Oakgrove Park from its present site. It will be relocated 
adjacent to Highway 66 and Rout: H - the Leasburg Spur. The 
new site is being donated by Mr. Lyman Riley, manag:r and own- 
er cf Onondaga Cave. 
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THE LEASBURG SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 


A Parent T<cachers Association was organized in Leasburg in 
1949-50. Mrs. Josephine Busby was elected the first president. 
In 1952, the Leasburg chapter, finding the PTA program of ac- 
tivities a burden for such a small group to handle, withdrew from 
the P.T.A. and reorganized as the Leasburg School Association. 

During the years, both as the PTA and the L.S.A. this group 
worked toward buying extras for our school. They purchased 
such things as playground equipment, duplicators, outside books, 
curtains and shades for class rooms. They bought the drap¢<s 
for the stage in the auditorium and have cleaned and maintained 
thom thru the years. 

In 1952, assisted by the Community Club, The American Legion 
Post and the Auxiliary, we installed the equipm<nt of the school 
lunch room. Since that time we have added sp:cial equipment as 
the need arose. Mrs. Nellic Avery was our first cook in the lunch 
room. ; 

We have a membership of 35 to 40 persons a y<ar. Our average 
at.endance at our meetings is only 7 to 10 persons. 


LEASBURG SUPPER CLUB 


‘The Leasburg Supper Club was organized in 1948 by Mrs. 
Stella Childs, Phronia Davis and Maude Brewer for the purpose 
of meeting with friends once a month for an enjoyable evening. 
There were sixtecn charter members. Mrs. Childs entertained at 
the first meeting of the club. 

The dues is 30c per person per month. The hostess for the eve- 
ning provides the meat and the coffee for the supp¢r. Money is 
taken from the club treasury to repay her for these items and 
her efforis in preparing the meal. Each guest brings a covered 
dish or salad or dessert to round out the supper. 

As the club was organized purely for plcasure they hold no 
election of officers. One person is appointed io see that flowers 
are sent to hospitaliz-d members and to sce that floral pieces are 
sent to those passing on. The club now has 8 members and meets 
the fourth Tuesday of each month, as always. 

In the short life of the club we have had quite a number of 
new members as some move away and several have passed on. 
There follows a list of former m<mbers who have departed this 
life: Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Davis, Mr. William Brewer, Mr. John Car- 
son, Mr. Roy Bickford, Mrs. Le‘tie Goesling, Mr. Art Mondy and 
Mr. Lee Mook. 


LEASBURG CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION, LEASBURG, MO. 


American Sales 
Store 


CLOTHING & 
HOUSEHOLD GOODS 
For the Entire Family 

Ladies and Men’s Coats 
Phone TUxedo ‘5-7432 


CUBA, MO. 
MGR. ANDY R. WALSH 


COMPLIMENTS 


O. K. Sales Co. 


Druas - Sundries - Notions 
Novelties - School Supplies 


Hosiery 
10837 VARGAS DRIVE. 
AFFTON 23, MO. 


Wally Simpson 
Tobacco Co. 


Cuba, Mo. 

CIGARETTES TU 5-7439 DRUGS 
CIGARS FOUNTAIN SUPPLIES 
TOBACCO SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
CANDY APPLIANCES 


“CONGRATULATIONS LEASBURG” 


Dr. R. K. Ramstein 


VETERINARIAN 


RAMSTEIN 
ANIMAL 


CLINIC 


PHONE 118W 
Bourbon, Mo. 


COMPLIMENTS 
OF 


Schroeder’s 
Ceramics 


On West Hwy. 66 Cuba, Mo. 
| TU 5-3871 


LEASBURG CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION, LEASBURG, MO. 


SUNSHINE CIRCLE CLUB 


In October of 1928, Mrs. Edith Marical met with seven women 
at the home of Mrs. Stella Woods to form a neighborhood club.. 
The ladies named this organization THE BETTER HOMES CLUB. 
Mrs. Elsie Fitzgerald was clecied the first President. At each 
meeting all members answered roll-call with an idea for a better 
hom: or easier homemaking. 

During the years the name of the club has been changed sev- 
eral times. At present the club is called SUNSHINE CIRCLE. The 
purpose of the club is to visit, send cards, lend a helping hand 
and extend good wishes to all the sick and ailing in the commun- 
ity. No ducs are charged but a good-will offering is taken each 
month. The club consisis of 20 active members. Meetings are held 
once a month. A light luncheon is served toward the end of each 
méeting. 

All the early records of this club were destroyed by fire when 
the home of Mrs. Bessie Wilson burned in 1934. The only chmriter 
m-<mbers now in the club are Mrs. Elsie Fitzgerald and Mrs. Bes- 
sie West. The pres<cnt officers are: Mrs. Emma Long, President; 
Mrs. Elsie Fitzgerald, Vice-president and Mrs. Varona.Chapman, 
Secretary-Tréasurer. 


THE LEASBURG COMMUNITY CLUB 
and 
Its Activities 

By the fall of 1949 the Business Men’s Club of Leasburg had 
become relatively inactive. The club call<d a meeting and held it 
in the John Slaton Sale Barn. At this meeting it was decided that 
a new Club, a Community Club, should be organized. All persons 
living in L<asburg and the surrounding community, interested in 
the improvement and developmeni of this community were to be 
eligible as members. 
bers. 

On the evening of October 24, 1949, interested persons met at 
the local American Legion Hall to organize the new Club. The 
following officers were elected: Harold M<cadows president; James 
Andereck, vice-president; and‘Ray Remmert, secretary-treasurer. 
There were 24 charter members. The new organization was nam- 
ed the Lcasburg Community Club. 

The first project of the club was the installation of a siren on 
the highest telephone pole adjacent to the Leasburg 
telephone office. The siren was purchased in 
St. Louis by the president of the club. It was install- 
ed by C. C. Fife, better known to his fellow townsmen as “Duby” 
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Fife. A Series of signals was arranged and are still used. They are 
as follows: 1 long — it is noon, time for lunch, 2 longs — fire in- 
side city limits; 3 longs — fire outside city limits; 4 longs — any 
em-<rgency. 


Following this first project, the club continued to engage in 
worthwhile but comparatively minor projects until their January 
meeting in 1954. The members were casting around, considering 
projects for the coming year, when someone, was it Mrs. Maude 
Brewer, spoke of Leasburg’s need for a deep well. 

As I mentioned before, the necd for a cicy water system here had 
long been recognized. Two months after it was organized, at its 
regular meeting on December 28, 1949, the Community Club 
members of the time had discussed making a town well a club 
project. The matter was dropped at the time. 


Now more than four years later, a town well was again men- 
tion<d as a project. Certainly a deep well for this town would be 
a stupendous task for any local group to under:ake and the mat- 
ter required some serious thinking. The club decided to table the 
motion until the February meeting. 


The next meeting of the club was on February 9th. At that 
meeting it was decided that the club’s new project should be a 
deep (drilled) well for the City of Leasburg. 


Other persons of the community were made acquainted with 
the club’s project through a letter distributed to all post office 
and rural route boxholders. Immediat<ly following the dispatch 
of the letters, the club members sei about soliciting donations. 
From the president of the club, Harry Flachm<ier, to the last man 
and woman, theSe people fell to' work with a will. 


A fund raising dinner was planned for February 27th. That din- 
ner, a huge suce<ss, was the first of many in the club’s fund rais- 
ing campaign. 

As there was many a dollar to be raised, the club members gird- 
ed themselves to a whirlwind of activity for they had decided, 
that in ord¢r to reach their goal in a reasonable lengith of time, 
they must have a fund raising affair each month. 


Tables were necded ficr the dinners: that the club would be 
serving, so lumber was purchased and Arthur Monday, an ardent 
booster of the well, converted the lumber inio sturdy, attractive 
tables that could be assembled easily and as quickly dismantlkd 
for easy storing. 


s 


Other dinners follcwed the first. There were ham dinners, 
chicken dinn<rs, spaghetti suppers, chili suppers, fish fries, ice 
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cream socials, bake sales, bazaars, rummage sales, plays were giv- 
en and a fashion show. The ladies added to the growing well fund 
by serving lunch at local sales and at the annual mee:ings of the 
Crawford Electric Cooperative. 

Soon after the well project was initiated the Boosters Club, 
headed by Fred Fife, Leroy Maes and Arthur Mondy, was organ- 
ized. This group gave card parties and contributed the proceeds 
to the well fund. 

On Feb. 1, 1955, a group of local ladies organized a Quilting 
Unit. They contributed $250.00 to the well fund. And so the well 
fund continued to grow. Not only were the people of Leasburg 
community interested, the citizens of our neighboring towns were 
cheering the Community club on to greater effort. People of other 
towns patronized the dinners, the plays, the card parties and oth- 
er affairs. Mr. Jake Dorf of Cuba, donated a lot in his home town 
to the club. This lot was subsequently sold for $75.00. 

The Community Club members have not always secn eye to eye. 
There are differences cif opinion at times. The group here knows 
that there is nothing wrong with honest differences of opinion. 
Diff<rences of opinion can always be reconciled as long as honesty 
of word and honesty of purpose prevail. 

Three choice lots were subscquently sold to the Community 
Club by the Fulton heirs at considerably less than their mark<it 
value. On the afternoon of Sept. 16, 1956 the club dedicated the 
three lots. The dedication ceremonies were preceded by a basket 
dinner. The lots paid for, the well fund that day stood at 
$4395.80. The County Court lent a hand by donating 24 feet of 
culvert to be used in constructing a driveway entranc: to the lois. 


During all this activity, the Community Club had taken time to.» 
learn as much as possible about deep wells. They! learned that 
such a wéll as they wanted for the City of Leasburg should be 
approximately 850 feet deep and would probably cost $9000, per- 
haps $10,000.00. 

At this junction, the club invited the Town Board to share their 
project, suggesting that the board raise the remainder of the 
money by a bond issue. On Wednesday, Oct. 24, 1956, the citizens 
of Leasburg went to the polls to decide as to whciher or not they 
wished to bond the town flor $4000.00 the preceeds to be used for 
a deep well. Of the 96 voices cast, 82) were in favor of the bond 
issue. 

The Community Club gave the Town Board of Leasburg a deed 
to one of the three lots purchased from the Fulton heirs. The lot 
to be used as a site for a deep well and also as a location for a 
building to house the equipment of the local fire department. 

By March 1957, specifications for the well had been drawn up 
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by the engineer and sent to the State Health Department for ap- 
proval. A month later the Health Department had approved the 
plans for the well. Bids were opened April 19, Te5t. Drilling 
was begun in May. 

Edwin Pinnell was Mayor at the time ard a gave the follow- 
ing information on the well. It is 850 feet deep. It has a 10-inch 
bors: to 27/5 feet. 8 inch bore flor 15’ more feet and 6 inch bore the 
rest of the way. The first 315 feet of the well is cased with 6 
inch I.D. pipe. The casing is grouted with 166 sacks of cement. 

The well is provided with a 15 hors¢power Fairbanks Morris 
pump set more than. 300 feet deep. The contract calls for this well 
to produce at least 75 gallons of water a minute. A well house 
has been erected to protect the well and the 3500 gallon pressure 
tank. 

On July 9, 1957, the Leasburg Community Club, with no fan- 
fare, handed the Town Board of Leasburg, a check for $4719.46 
as their cash contribution to the fund for the Leasburg well. 

What an accomplishment for the Leasburg Community Club! 
Certainly it seemed that this group of people were entitled to a 
rest. They immediately forgot the aching muscles, the tired feet 
that those hundreds of dollars represented and turned their eyes 
on those two remaining lots. They envisioned a building there. 
A building suitable for housing a factory. How well we all know 
that Leasburg needs a pay roll. New job opportuni‘ies must be 
developed here. Leasburg has many advantages to offer industry: 
closeness to markets, plenty of available labor that will put out 
a full day’s work at rcasonable wages and an abundance of at- 
tractive sites for home and industry. 

So the fund raising drives began again. This time all profits 
went into the factory fund. This fund as of May 1959, now stands 
at $837.60. The Leasburg Quilting Club has contributed $200.00 
of the above amount. 

On September 9, 1958, Mrs. Helen Coulson Land met with th: 
Community Club and suggested that since Leasburg would be 100 
years old in 1959 that the Community Cl3b sponsor a Leas- 
burg Centennial-Hom<ecoming celebration the coming summ r, 
and that a historical marker be erected and dedicated to the Civil 
War Battle of Leasburg during the event. 

Here again was a big project. It would entail a lot of hard work. 
It was decided to discuss the ma‘ter further at the next meeting. 
At this mecting, on October 14, 1958, it was decided to send a 
letter out inviting various local organizations to send a represen- 
tative to meet with the Community Club to help make the final 
dezision as to wh<ther or not the Leasburg Centennial-Homecom- 
ing project should be undertaken. 
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At the following meeting October 28, 1958 the Community 
Club voted to sponsor a Centennial-Homecoming cel:bration for 
our community. Mrs. Helen. Coulson Land was elected chairman 
of the Centennial Committee. Mrs. Land called for volunteers to 
serve on this committee. Those who offered their services that 
first «vening were: Mr. and Mrs. Henry Ackerman, Mrs. Harry 
Flachmeier, Waldo Kitchen, Mrs. Leroy Maes, Mr. and Mrs. Har- 
old Meadows, Mr. and Mrs. Ray Ponte, Henry Remmert, Mr. and 
Mrs. Fred Stadler and Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Willis. 


The Club voted to suspend all other fund raising activities un- 
til after the Centennial-Home Coming celebration. All moneys, 
above expenses are to be added to the factory fund. 


SUPPORT THE ONES WHO ADVERTISED IN THIS BOOK—— 


THEY SUPPORTED US! THANK YOU, 
‘LEASBURG CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE 
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Leashurg Boosters 


Mr. and Mrs. Harry Stokes 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Knight 
Mr. Charles Wilson 
Mrs. Lula Bommer 

Elder W. K. Smith and Wife 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Ransom, Jr. 
Mrs. Mary English 
Miss Lillian English 
Wayne - Beatrice Everson 
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Ponte 

Mr. and Mrs. Ernst Schroeder 
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Ponte 
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Eldredge 
Ben and Kermit Adams 
Douglas Adams 

Lucille Adams 
Mr. and Mrs. Kurt Koehn 
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Murphy 
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Gauvain 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Gauvain 
Ed Handing 
Agnes Culver 

Hattie Cresswell 

Midway Cafe 

Allene Gregory Albrecht 

Al and Eileen Bryan 

Leroy and Ceilia Maes 
Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Taylor 
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Nellie Nixon 

Joseph O. Sovey 

Mr. and Mrs. Phillip J. Brand 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Flachmeier 
Minnie Haynes 

Crawford County Nursing Service 
Leasburg Garden Club 
Clarence - Joan and Grant S. Guion 
Camie Garrison 

Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Cole 

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Hickman 
Benno and Viola Koehn 

Joe and Ollie Harsey 

Margaret Inez Black 

Mrs. Grace Arnold 

Ed. Brennan 

Charles and Katie Bobbitt 

Mr. Louis D. Fulton 

Ernest and Mrytle Schmidt 
Barney Oldfield Ray 
Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Hartman 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Lewis 
Velma and Lyman Riley 
Howard and Jo Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Voss 
Frank Powers Family 

Mr. and Mrs. Floyd W. Saunders 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Bruning 
Kenneth (Tex) Pinnell 


Brenda’s Beauty Box 
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WHEN FATHER CUT THE WHEAT 


We oft reflect on childhood days, 
Some memories sad, some sweet; 
There’s one I view with smiles and tears, 
When father cut the wheat. 

We did not have in father’s day 
Machines to cut and bind, 

A cradle he used to lay the wheat, 
We followed on behind. 

I, a girl of eleven years, 

My brother small at nine, 

And with our willing little hands 
That field of wheat did bind. 

Looking o’er the stubble field, 

My brother said one day, 

“Tet’s make a rake this field to glean, 
We might get wheai to pay.” 

To work we went, our rake soon made, 
Large teeth of wood, but neat; 

It took us both to pull the load 

As we gathered in the wheat. 

Dad was amused and yet was proud 
As our tumbled lot we bound, 

At stacking time he placed ours first 
On the platform near the ground. 
The thresher came and we were glad, 
For not a doubt remained 

We'd get the things we’d longed for, 
Our childish height attained. 

My brother got a pair of pants 
Suspenders just like dad; 

I got a pair of gaiter shoes, 

The best I’d ever had. 

I’ll never forget how proud we were, 
We'd earned them, no mistake, 

Twas we who tramped that stubble field 
With that old wooden rake. 

Now do you wonder when I say 

My childhood days were sweet? 

There were many just as dear to Me 
As when father cut the wheat. 
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ROWN SHOE COMPANY 


ST. LOUIS . . . makers of: AIR STEP e BUSTER BROWN 
e OFFICIAL BOY SCOUT SHOES 
e OFFICIAL GIRL SCOUT SHOES 
e LIFE STRIDE e NATURALIZER 
e PEDWIN © PROPR-BILT e RISQUE 
© ROBIN HOOD e ROBLEE 


{ BROWN 


SHOE COMPANY uality at your feet 
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